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FOREWORD 
In July and August of 1952, on the recommendation 
of the Newfoundland Fisheries Development Committee, a pa;rty 
representative of the Governments of Canada and Newfoundland 
carried out a "reconnaissance" survey of the more important 
fishing communities along the northeast coast and part of the 
south coast of the province of Newfoundland. Valuable informa-
tion was obtained on the state of the fishery in these places, on 
harbour facilities, agriculture and forest resources and on the 
social aspects of community life . 
. 
In the summer of 1953, the reconnaissance of coastal 
communities was completed with a survey along the southwest 
and western coasts of the province. The present report presents 
the findings of that survey. The several agencies concerned 
were represented as follows: 
On the federal side -
H. C. Frick, Dept. of Fisheries 
J.B. Mountain, Dept. of Fisheries (alternate) 
E. V. Gilbert, Dept. of Public Works 
H. W.R. Chancey, Dept. of Agriculture 
B. Shindman, Dept. of Mines & Technical Surveys 
On the provincial side -
A. Vannan, Dept. of Fisheries & Co-operatives 
• 
Newfoundland Reconnaissance Survey 
Jufy---Augu~~- ±~?3 .~ 
Settlement Visitation Reports 
1. Cape La Rune 27. Curling 
2. Ramea 28. Summersid111 
3. Burgeo 29. Meadows 
4. Little Bay (La Poile) 30, Cox Cov~ 
5. Petites 31. Trout Ri...er 
6. Harbour Le Cou 32. Woody Point (Bonne Bay) 
7. Rose Blanche 33. Norris Point 
8. Burnt Islands 34. Rocky Harbour 
9. Isle aux Morts 35. Cow Head 
10. Margaree 36. Daniel's Har~our 
11. Port aux Basques 37. Port Saunders 
12. Codroy 38. Port au Choix 
13. Highlands 39. Bartlett•s Harbour 
14. St. David's 40. Shoal Cove 
15. Cartyville 41. Reef Harbour 
16. St. George's 42. Brig Bay 
17. Ship Cove 43. Current Island 
18. Three Rock Cove 44. Black Duck Cove 
19. Lourdes 45. St, Barbe 
20. Winterhouse 46. Bear Cove 
21. Piccadilly 47. Nameless Cove 
22. ft3st Bay 48. Savage Cove 
23. Agua.thuna 49. Sandy Cove 
24. Lark Harbour 50. Green Island Cove 
25. Woods Island 51. Green Island Brook 
26. Frenchman's Cove 52. Eddie's Cove East 
• 
/ 
24-...d 
2 5,""""""~ 
27 ......... ._.---
11.Port aux 
Basques 
NEWFOUNDLAND RECONNAISSANCE SUR"\1EY 
SE'I'I'LEMENTS VISI • 1 'Ha> 
JULY AND AUGUST, 19~3 
f_A5RADOR 
' 
51 
50 
) 
/ 
.. ) 
II 
,; NEW 0 
. ·Brook 
; ~..__.,,,. 
: ' ~) 
/Ji 
• • 1 
Note: See accompanying numbered list of settlements. 
AGRICULTURE 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN ATTACHED REPORT 
Subsistence type 
agriculture 
Garden type 
agriculture 
Minor, modorato 
or large areas 
of pasture and 
hay land 
Minor, moderate 
or .large vege-
table production 
Minor number 
of hens 
Peaty organic 
tmu.clt ' layer 
Areas less than five hundred square feet 
producing vegetableso 
Areas over five hundred s~uare feet but 
less than one acre producing vege·ts,bles. 
Less than five acres, over fivo and loss 
than twenty acres, ovor t\1 onty acres, 
respoctively. 
Annual requirements not produced, annual 
roquiromonts produced, market quantities 
produced, rospoctivolyo 
Up to tt~1olvo hens maintained for homo use 
by individual families. 
Surface layer of black organic matter docom-
pos-Od beyond tho raw poat stage. 
-
- -- ,. 
-
- ..-:: -
- -~ 
. 
... -
- -
- -
·-
- ~-
COD ROY 
' 
Codi'oy, from the sea 
• 
The ae~tlenent, from Codroy Island which lies due west 
• 
CO DROY 
Area: Cabot Strait Date of Survey: August 10,1953 
The survey party was not able to visit Codroy. There 
is no public wharf in the settlement, nor is there a satisfactory 
private 'Wharf, and rough seas prevent~d the use of a dory when the 
party reached the area by sea. It is possible to reach Codroy by 
road from the rail line but only with considerable difficulty, and 
it was therefore decided to bypass the settlement. 
The population of Codroy in 1951, according to the 
population census, was 236. Settlement is spread over a fairly 
large area on what might be described as a narrow coastal plain 
backed by rock formations. The settlement, viewed from the sea, 
has a neat appearance, the church being the most conspicu9us 
landmark. 
The industries engaged in are fishing and agriculture. 
The lobster and salmon fisheries in the early surmner months and 
the shore, cod trawl fishery make up the fishery at Codroy. In 
1952 there was a reported production of 10,400 lbs. of lobster 
(live weight), 6,490 lbs. of salmon (dressed, heads off), and 
103 qtls. of light salted cod, shore cured. Only small boat 
operations are possible out of Codroy. 
Codroy's oonununications by sea are handicapped by the 
lack of adequate wharf facilities and rather treacherous waters 
off the shore, especially between the settlement and Codroy Island. 
Connnunication by gravelled highroad is possible between Codroy and 
Port aux Basques, via Doyles which is on the rail line, but this 
necessitates crossing Searston Bay by boat • 
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H~RBOUR F~CILITIES 
• 
EXISTING WH~RVES: 
EXISTING BREJ~KVvii. TERS: 
A. PFRO l~CHES FROTVI THE SE1'1.: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORl'•I CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TID~L PECULirtRITIES: 
N ;\ TURE OF BOTTOI~i : 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
VJIIJ\.RFJ\GE ~~ND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
i~ V l~IL.1"iBILITY OF 
CO~STRUCTION MhTERIALS: 
EVG:i~ugust 10, 1953· 
Codroy 
Lat. 47°52~'N 
Chart No. 2876 
0 Long. 59 24'W 
Small wharf on mainland for 
small motorboats (almost dry at 
low tide) and part of old wharf 
on the island (dry except at 
high tide) 
Long, crooked, .on spit of gravel 
and boulders on the island 
Fairly good in clear weather; 
ships have to give both ends 
of island a good berth 
Fair 
Very bad; poor shelter in any 
wind 
Sea ice occasionally jams in-
shore in late winter or early 
spring (no navigation at such 
tin1e anyway) 
Strong tidal currents outside 
of island and very strong currents 
through the tickle 
Sand and stones 
Better anchorage might be pro-
vided by breakwater off the island 
towards the shore; especially 
from remains of site of old wharf 
to nearly close off the northern 
passage 
Cove for anchorage should be 
dredged, if not too difficult, to 
make it safe for vessels to swing, 
It is too shallow at present. 
Stone locally. Sawn & round 
timber from nearby valleys, 
Codroy to St. George's. 
" 
HIGHLANDS 
• 
Farm and bush land 
Highlands, on the st. Fintan's road 
Looking north-east along the shoreline 
HIGHLANDS 
1. Position: West coast of Newfoundland, on St. Georges Bay. 
2. Population.:._ About 28 families (177 in 1951). 
3. Description: Highlands is an agricultural community of less 
than 30 families strung along almost two miles of road para-
4. 
.lleling the coast of St. Georges Bay just north of the Anguille 
Mts. Each frame house has its barn or outbuildings and access 
to the roads. The settlement is distinctly rural, there being 
no agglomeration of any type. In general the hcuses are in 
good repair, painted, and the grounds about them clean of 
refuse. 
Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
---------- -
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (St. Georges doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - 1-room Roman Catholic school (Grade XI). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply·"3lls averaging 12 feet in depth provide 
sufficient water. A few families use the brooks. 
(i) Power and fuel - Firewood obtained locally is the chief 
fuel. Some coal is used ($25.00 par ton at St. Fintans). 
No electricity. 
5. Religious Organization: Roman Catholic canrnunity. No church 
building. 
6. Recreation and Entertainment: Roman Catholic community hall 
attached to the school - church socials. M8vies shown in a 
number cf re a.rby communities. 
7. Communications: Post office mail comes from St. Fintans. 
8. 
Telephone connection to Cartyville telegraph office. Road 
connection to St. Fintans railway station. Horses used all 
year 1 trucks in summer. 
Industries: Lobster fishing is 
done at present. Agriculture. 
for Buchans Mining Co.; cutting 
local sa·wmill. 
the only commercial fishing 
Lumbering - cutting pit props 
pulp for Bowaters; l small 
9. Market and Service Areaz Two small stores (groceries and 
supplies); look after minor local needs 1 one is a co-op with 
35 members and the other is independently owned. Both date 
since Confederation. The stores get most of their supplies 
from Corner Brook and p~ t aux Basques. Much shopping is done 
in St. Fintans. There is a large mail order business with main-
land department stores. Mail and supplies arrive via railway 
~t St. Fintans. Telephones conrected to Cartyville exchange. 
Highlands is in the St. Fintans Roman Catholic Church parish1 
and is part of St. Georges medical practice. 
FISHERIES 
HIGlil.ANDS 
Area: St. George's Bay Date of Survey: August. 11,1953 
1. · Settlement 
(a) Population: 177 (1951 census). 
(b) No. families engaged fishing: 10. . 
(c) No. men engaged in woods work: 7~10 men cut pulp on sub-
contract in th:> winter months for Bowaters ($16 per cord 
loaded, in 1952-53). A few others cut pit-props for 
Buohans mine ($14 per cord)-
(d) No. men engaged in other occupations: 3-4 men work at 
Stephenville military base. Most of the men in the settle-
ment carry on farming operations to some degree. 
2. Fishermen 
(a) Total number: 16. (shore). 
(b) Average age: 40. 
3. Crew Organization 
(a) No. of crews, 8. No. of skippers. 6; sons and partners,8. 
4, Method o~ Fish_!.~ 
(a) Lobster traps, l,500; herring nets, 8; hand lines, a few; 
jiggers, a few. 
(b) Motor dories, 5; row dories, e. 
5. Settlement Annual Catoh 
(a) Lobster: 34,000 lb. {est.1953) live weight. 
(b) Cod: 14 qtls (1952) light salted for fishermen's own 
consumption. 
(c) Herring: for bait. 
6. Fish Process!ng F~oilities 
There are no plants in Highlands. · Tm little cod dried 
is spread out on the beach.- Sheds for storing materials, traps, 
etc. are in adequate condition. 
7. Marketing 
Lobsters are sold to Dunphy (Curling). for the first time 
in 1953, and Kettle's for Hardy (Port aux Basques) ... - . • 
Dunphy sells his lobsters to Maritime Packers and Hardy to 
Caribou Packers, Boston. 
8. . Financing 
Some lobster fishermen reoeive credit from the Highlands 
Buying Club and the merchant, B. Quilty, though these don't 
buy lobsters. Credit is on a seasonal basis, being used for 
the purchase of twine, . rope. nm.ils, gas, etc., from Quilty 
averaging $25-$50 per crew, and from· the Club, being a cash 
advance averaging $50-$fi0 per crew. Quilty ~xtends credit to 
an average of 3 fishermen per season. Chaffey, a St. Fintan's 
merchant, extends credit to some fishermen in the same manner 
as Quilty. 
9. Co-operative Development 
There have been several attempts in past years at co-
operative marketing of dried and pickled cod and lobsters, but 
all these have failed. The last attempt at lobster marketing 
was in 1951 when $3 1 600 was spent on a boat and engine for 
packing the product. A dividend of only one cent a pound was 
realized that year, the fishermen became disillusioned, and the 
boat now lies rotting. 
The Highlands Buying Club operates primarily in the agri-
cultural field, but on the consumer side handles groceries. It 
has a registered credit union whose activities have been limited 
during the past 5 or 6 years, but ¥.hich do.s loan money to some 
f i~hermen as noted. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Highlands has no influence beyond itself, in the fisheries 
at least. It has economic ties in the fishery with Curling and 
Port aux Basques through the lolster buyers, in agriculture with 
Stephenville and Corner Brook which are its chief markets, and 
in lumbering with Corner Brook (Bowaters) and Buohans 1 the mar-
kets for pulp and pit-props. 
11. Historical Notes 
There has been settlement at Highlands for about 100 
years. People came first to engage in the cod fishery. The 
industry has changed, with lobster becoming over the past 20 
years the only important fishery. Agriculture has increased 
its relative importance. 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) Eight lobster crews engaged in that fishery in the 1953 
season, most boats having 2-man cre'WS and an average of 
120 traps per 2-man boat. Losses were quite heavy. 
Lobsters are anchored offshore awaiting the buyers .• smacks. 
Each boat fishes a herring net in the spring for bait. The 
only cod caught is for home consumption, fresh in the summer 
months, dried (1-3 qtls per family), pickled, and bottled 
for the winter months. There are adequate resources of 
cod but no desire to fish this species. 
(b) There is a good stand of merchantable spruce in the area 
from which some pulp and pit-props are cut~ 
(c) The attitude of the fishermen toward the lobster fishery 
is favourable though the co-operative marketing idea is 
almost defunct. The opinion was expressed that there is 
little likelihood of improving the fishery in the settle-
ment since many of the men prefer work on day wages to 
fishing. 
(d) The people of Highlands appear industrious. Most of 
the fishermen, following the lobster season do farm work, 
then V1JOrk in the mods during the winter. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
Highlands 
Lat. 48616'N Long. 58°56'W 
Chart l\Jo. 2876 
EXISTING WH~.nVES: None 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS: None 
hPPROnCHES FROIVi THE SEJ~: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
Bad: should only be attempted 
by small boats with good local 
knowledge 
Fair 
Wide open from west to north 
Sea ice occasionally 
against this coast. 
at such times anyway 
drifts 
No shipping 
TID1LL PECULIARITIES: Strong currents at turn of tide 
N .... TURE OF BOTTOIJi : Gravel, sand a11d boulders 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WH;~RF}'i.GE AND SH2LTER: Nil 
DREDGING REQUIRED: Not practical 
i1.V1i.ILJ.,.BILITY OF Stone locally. Round and 
CONSTRUCTION Mi.TERI.h.LS: sawn timber locally. 
EVG: llugust 11, 1953 • 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
ClDPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRI CULTURID 
HIGHLANDS. DATE: 11-8-53. 
Predominantly a hay and pasture farming area 
with approximately six farmers producing 
vegetables for market. 
Lo.rge area of hay and pasture land, with farms 
varying in size from approximately ten to thirty 
acres of cleared arable land. 
Soils derived from outwash sands and gravels in 
the coastal sections and from reworked glacial 
till and glacial till fU.rther inland. Small 
areas of alluvial soil are deposited along tho 
courses of present rivers. 
Potatoes, cabbage and turnip constitute tho 
predominant crop production, with boot, carrot, 
parsnips, and other vegetables grown in minor 
quonti tics. 
Large quantities of hay harvested. 
Approximately sovonty-fivo head of cattle, twonty-
oight horses and three hundred and fifty sheep 
in tho area, together with minor numbers of 
poultry. 
High agricultural potential since tho nroa con-
tains large sections of forested land which can 
be cleared for farm use. 
Production on present arable land could be in-
creased by moro intensive cultural practices, 
farm mechanization and tho application of an 
adequate fertilization progrnm. 
Arca possibly best suited for dairy and beef 
cattle production. 
sr. DAVID'S 
st. looking south-east across Crabb's River 
• 
• 
, 
·~·1estern part of settlement 
Looking up Crabb's River 
, 
• 
CRABB9S RIV~R AREA 
Crabb' s River valley, looking upstream 
st. David's: IJouth of Crabb' s River 
' 
~ 
Jeffrey's: ~mall boat harbour on · 
Crabb's River 
Cartyville: Erratics 
ST. DAVIDS 
-: ·•· -
1. Population: 232 people in 1951 (est. 40 families). 
2. Description: st. Davids is a rural agricultural community 
strung along a road parallel~- the shore of St. Georges 
Bay from Crabbs River on the north to Highland River on the 
south. The road ends at the Crabbs River, but it crosses 
the Highland River on a concrete bridge and continues to 
Highlands. The houses are individual farmsteads separated 
by hay fields, pasture, gardens and spruce forest. About 
midway between the rivers the road is joined by one from St. 
Fintans. At the northern end of the community, overlooking 
the Crabbs River are the Anglican church and the Orange hall. 
The school and Anglican" parish hall are to oo found near the 
road junction on the road leading to St. Fintans. 
3. Goverrunent and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (st. George's doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - 4-room Anglican school (Grade XI taught). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Deep wells used. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity. Mostly firewood used. 
4. Religious O.rganization: Anglican community, part of Robinson's 
parish. Church building. 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: Church socials held in Parish 
-hall. Movies shown once a week in the Parish hall. Orange 
Lodge located here. Lodge building. 
6. Communications: Road leads southwest to Highlands. Near the 
north end of this road it is joined by an E-W road running to 
the railway station at St. Fintans. Numerous trucks are OWU3d 
within the community. Post office. Telephone connection to 
Cartyville exchange. All supplies and mail handled at the St. 
Fintans' railway station. 
7. Industries: Agriculture, lobster fishing, and some lumbering. 
8. Market and Service Area: Two small general stores cater to 
local demands. Most- of the buying is done in St. Fintans. 
The stores are supplied from Port aux Basques and Corner Brook. 
The railway ce.ll'tre of St. Fintans is the focus for commercial 
activity between st. Davids and Highlands. Orange Lodge is the 
social centre for the Protestant community south of the Crabbs 
River. St. Davids :Ls part of the St. George's medical practice 
district, police and welfare districts. 
FISHERIES 
ST. DAVID'S 
Area: St. George's Bay Date of Survey: August 12,1953 
--·~· 
1. Settlement 
(a) Population: 254 (1951 census), including Maidstone. 
(b) No. families engaged in fishing: 9. 
(c) No. men engaged in woods work: A number cdt pulp on sub-
contract for Bowaters in the winter months ($6 a cord 
in 1952-53). 
(d) No. men engaged in other occupations: Most of the fish-
ermen farm in a small way. Some men from the settlement 
work on construction at Stephenville. 
2. Fishermen 
(a) Total number: 9 (shore)~ 
(b) Average age: 40. 
3. Crew Organization 
(a) No. of crews, 7. Skippers, 1; sons and partners, 2. 
4. Method of !.!shing 
(a) Lobster traps, 750; herring nets, 8. 
(b) Motorboats, l; row dories, 7. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Lobster: 14,000 lb. (est. 1953) live weight. 
(b) Herring: for bait. 
6. Fish Processing Faciliti~ 
There are no plants operating in St. David's. The co-op 
store for salt fish still stands though it hasn't been used 
since 1951. There are no flakes . but stages and fish sheds 
are in adequate condition. 
7. Marketing 
Lobsters are sold to Dunphy (Curling) and Kettle's for 
Hardy (Port aux Basques). 
8. Financing 
The lobster fishermen receive no credit here. 
9. Co-opera!ive Development 
There is no co-operative in the fisheries at present. 
• 
In 1951 an attempt was made to cure and market salt cod and 
market lobsters co-operatively. A plant was built for $1,000 
and a packing boat 111JOrth ~2,500 was purchased. The former is 
in fair shepe still but the latter lies rotting. In 1951 the 
co-op. made the original payment for lobsters but didn't pay 
the rebate. Two men were hired to salt fish and 32,000 lbs 
were ma.de; however, the men received no 11&ges and some of the 
fish is still unsold. Failure of the co-op. is blamed upon 
di~honesty on the part of those in charge, and mismanagement. 
The experiment lasted only one year. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
-
St. David's has little influence on other areas. Its 
only ties in the fishery are with Curling and Port aux Basques 
through the buyers there. Otl'Er economic connections are with 
Corner Brook (Bowaters) and Stephenville through alternative 
employment, and wi·th Corner Brook as a market for agriculture 
produce. 
11. Historical Notes 
----------
There has been settlement at St. David's for some 170 
years. The grandfather of one of the fishermen was the first 
settler. The first settlers were fishermen-farmers. Maidstone 
retains its name though it is part of St. David's, and there 
is only cna post-office. 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) Seven lobster crews engaged in the 1953 lobster fishery, 
2 with 2 men to a boat and 5 with one man. An average of 
65 traps per dory and 150 traps per motorboat are employed. 
Losses in 1953 were considerable. Most material requisites 
are purchased from A. Fortune of Jeffrey's. Lobsters are 
anchored in cars off the shore awaiting the Dunphy and 
Kettle smacks which call on alternate days during the season. 
Eech boat fishes a herring net in the spring for bait. Salt 
is difficult to obtain. 
(b) There is little merchantable forest cover in the area 
covered by the settlement. 
(c) The attitude of the fishermen tends to be pessimistic. 
While the lobster fishery is stable. failure of the co-op-
erative marketing experiment and complete decline of the 
traditional cod and salmon fisheries .rave resulted in some 
• • pe ss i:rru sm. 
(d) The economy of St. David's is fairly sound because it is 
varied and the people are quite industrious. Initiative is 
essential to expansion of the fishery. 
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Ni~!VIE OF PLhC.C.:: 
EXISTING \fH.hRVES: 
EXIST lNG BREAKWi~ TERS: 
• 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
St. David's 
Lat. 48°13'N Long. 58°52'W 
Chnrt No. 2876 
Nil 
Nil: small boats anchor in 17The 
hole" on Jeffrey's side of 
Crabbe's River; dories are 
pulled out onto inside part of 
Gravel Barrachois. 
Very bad: should only be 
attempted by small boats with 
good local knowledge 
FOG CONDITIONS: Fair 
STORM CONDITIONS: Bad; exposed to all winds from 
West through north to northeast 
ICE CONDITIONS: Sea ice occasionally drifts onto 
this coast 
TIDAL PECULii1RITIES: Fairly strong currents at 
mouth of Crabbe's River at 
flood and ebb of tides 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: Sand, boulders & rocky ledges 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHJ~RF.t{GE l~ND SHELTER: Nil 
DREDGING REQUIRED: Not practical 
AV i~IL.i~BILITY OF Ro ck, round and sawn timber 
CONSTRUCTION r11. TERii~LS: locally. 
EVG:i~ugust 12, 1953· 
LOCATIONt 
AGRICULTURE : 
SOILS: 
CEOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTEN!'IAL: 
AGRICULTURE 
ST. D.t1VIDS. TutTE: 12-8-53. 
Prodominantl~r a hay and pasture farming area 
with approximately half of the farmers earning 
part income from vegetable sales. 
Large area of hay and pasture land with farms 
averaging from eight to ten acres in size. 
Soils derived from outwash sands and gravels in 
the immediate coastal section, from till and 
water-worked till in the inland sections. and 
from alluvial deposition in the depression and 
river bottom sections. 
Principally potatoes, cabbage and turnips, \•Ti th 
minor amounts of other roots. 
Large quantities of hoy harvested. 
Approximately fifty head of cattle, forty-five 
horses, and four hundred sheep in the area. 
Minor numbers of hens and pigs maintained .for 
home use. 
Large aroa of potentially ~rable, forested land 
could be cleared for agricultural uso, thereby 
increasing the total farming area by approximately 
twice the prosont acreage. 
Present hay Cl.nd vegetable production could be in-
creased materi~ily by more intensive farming 
practicos, farm mechanization and adequate fer-
tilization. 
CARTYVILLE 
• 
.. 
Cartyville, looking north across Robinson's River 
Cabbage and potato crops 
The mouth ot Robinson's River from Robinson's Point, 
near Cartyville 
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CARTYVILLE 
1. !:?Pulation: Census lists 77 people in 1951. 
2. De~cript!on: Cartyville is a rural agricultural community 
strung along the road tetween MacKays and Robinson Crossing. 
The community's centre is located at the railway station and 
consists of the station; the post office and telegraph office,, 
the Cartyville Agricultural Society storage warehouse, a 
small sawmill, and a few houses. The latter are of frame 
construction and are neat in appearance. 
Government and Servi oe s: (a) 
-
Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (St. George's doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - None. Children attend the Anglican school at 
Robinsons and Roman Catholic school at Heatherton. 
(g) Sanitation - Usual facilities. The community is clean 
looking. Almost all the farm yards are free of cans and 
rubbish. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Each household has a "Nell (up to 
25 feet deep). 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity. Firewood is the chief 
fuel (it has to be hauled 2 or 3 miles), although a little 
coal is used by almost all households ($28.30 per ton 
delivered to the station from Port aux Basques). 
4. Religious Organization: Most of the community is Anglican. 
No church building. 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: Church socials at Robinsons 
and Heatherton draw people from the entire area. The Robinsons 
C.E.W.A. Chapter,, Girl Guides and Orange Lodge all have mem-
bers in Cartyville. Local Agricultural Society. 
6. Communications: Cartyville is a scheduled stop on the C.N.R. 
main line from St. John's to Port aux Basques. A good dirt 
road leads south to Jeffreys and north to Heatherton. About 
50 or 60 vehicles,, mostly trucks,, are operated in th9 area 
from Jeffreys to Heatherton during the summer; horse-drawn 
vehicles are used in winter. There are in addition about a 
dozen tractors in the area. Post office and telegraph office 
at the railway station. The telegraph office operates a 
local telephone exchange from Highlands to Heatherton with 
54 subscribers. 
7. · Industries: Agriculture and a small amount of fishing. 
-Lumbering in winter; about 6 men cut pit props for the 
Buchan' s Mining Co., and a few work for Bowa ters,, cutting 
pulpwood; savnnilling for local demand. About a dozen men 
from the area work at construction jobs in the Stephenville 
area. 
8. Market and Service Area: One store looks after most · of the 
local grocery and feed needs. Most of the furniture and dry 
goods is bought from the mainland mail order houses. The 
local store gets its s~upplies from Corner Brook. Feed is 
bought from Peterborough and Montreal millers. The district 
sells agricultural products (i.e., vegetables) from Stephen-
ville to St. John's. For educational, religious and social 
purposes Cartyville is part of the Robinson's community. 
The post office serves MacKay's conununity. 
FISHERIES 
CARTYVILLE 
Area~ St. George's Bay Date of Survey: August 12,1953 
l. Settlement 
(a) Population: 77 (1951 census). 
(b) No. families engaged fishing: 2. 
(c) No. men engaged in "WOods work, a few men in the winter 
months cut pit-props and railvvay ties, as well as pulp 
on sub-contract for Bowaters. Two or three men are em-
ployed in the saw-mill. 
(d) No. men engaged in otrer occupations, most of the men in 
the settlenant farm. Some ViOrk on construction at Stephen-
ville. 
2. Fishermen: 
(a) Total number: 2 (shore). 
(b) Average ages 50. Literacy: 100 per cent. 
3~ Crew Organization: 
(a) No! of crews, 2. No. of skippers, 2. 
4. Method of Fishing 
(a) 
(b) 
Lobster traps, 60; salmon nets, 
jiggers, a few. 
10; herring nets, l; 
' 
Motorboats, l; row dories, 2. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Lobster: 2,500 lb. (1953) live weight. 
(b) Salmon: 2,500 lb. (1953) headless dressed. 
(c) Cod: a few qtls. for home consumption. 
(d) Herring: for bait. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
There are no flakes, cod dried for home consumption being 
spread out on the beach. The few sheds are in adequate con-
dition. 
7. Marketing 
Lobsters are sold to Dunphy (Curling) and Kettles for 
Hardy (Port aux Basques); salmon to North Sydney agents. 
8. Financin~ 
No credit is extended to the fishermen here. 
9. Co-operative Development 
There has never been a fisheries co~op~ in Cartyville. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Cartyville has no influence on other areas apart from the 
fact that as a rail station it serves as a shipping point for 
produce. The settlement's only economic ties in the fishery are 
with Curling, Port aux Basques and North Sydney through the 
buyers, and in agriculture with the St. George's, Stephenville 
and Corner Brook markets. 
11. Historical Notes 
Cartyville has been settled for 120-130 years. People 
came first to engage in the fishery. In past years the re 
were a large number of cod, salmon and lobster fishermen here 
but they found farminb more profitable and all but two have 
left the fishery. 
12. Additional Notes 
(~) One salmon fisherman, operating two fleets, i.e. 
10 nets, from a dory, fished from May 10 to July 3 in 
1953. Ten nets complete with leaders, anchors, buoys 
etc. are valued at $440. A wage-earner paid $5 per day 
assisted in the operation, working the greater part of 
each day, however, at farm work. The lobster fisherman, 
employing a motorboat and dory, fished 60 traps alone in 
the 1953 season, losing 25 traps. He fished a herring net 
in the spring for bait, using the catch fresh while plenti-
ful and salting for the period of scarcity. 
(b) There is some merchantable coniferous forest cover in 
the area. The lobster fisherman operates a sa1J1IDill which 
handles 30,000 - 40,000 bd. ft. annually, most of it for 
cabbage crates. All the lumber used is cut locally. 
(c) The attitude of the two fishermen is good. The salmon 
fisherman indicated that his nets are sometimes fouled by 
shifting lobster traps. The lobster fisherman commented 
on the high cost of salt, currently $12-~15 per hogshead. 
Powerful incentives would be necessary to revive the fish-
ery to a degree of its former activity. 
• 
. . 
f 
I 
1 
I 
• I 
l 
CP,R \YV1LLE 
r ... fl 
,(. 
\ ) 
• 
.~ 
f 
... ··- ... ·- \ 
r_:) L/\ \~ 
NFLD. 
'\""-Po~/,,.. c..., 
-.... c 
.... - .... ~ -
,-
? r 
. 
i l V· G A LlCj. 2.S, 195{.. 
__....._ ............... A)4(~_...-·-· _...,.....,_~~-~,.,_~,....,-... ,,....... .... --
I 
t 
;1 
I 
I 
' 
I 
f. 
t 
I 
1: ~ 
ii 
'• ) 
d 
! 
rl 
I 
I 
I 
I 
B u R 
- ""\ 
,0 J1 ~ 
... ~ 
·<;' ~\ 
J' .. 
" 
Ro~~ ' 
' EL-"' 1\C.t \:. / 
, I {,., "' J' 
-J 
SCALE:- lit\.= \O ti\\, 
CHART OF locAT\ot\ . 
ATLAt~ 
0 C E A 
T 
Ji 
I C. 
-
.. r 
. 
.~ I 
,, ;,._;7 
.,. 
.... <!. 
' (. (,I < .......... 
I ./ 
' • (1 
7' 
, 
f 
i 
J 
-I 
I 
f 
l 
t 
- ___ lt_ ------· ______________ ,_........_ ..... _, ___ . __ J 
.. 
HARBOUR FrtCILITIES 
Cartyville 
Lat. 48°141'N Long. 5S0 49'W 
Chart No. 2876 
EXISTING WH~RVES: Nil 
APPRO.i'~CHES FROI1I THE SEi1.: Bad 
• 
FOG CONDITIONS: :b' air 
STOR~1I CONDlTIONS: Bad, exposed to storms from 
southwest to north 
ICE CONDITIONS: ~ea ice occasionally drifts 
into this coast 
TID1 .. L F~CULI11.RITI Ji:S: :F'airly strong tidal currer1ts 
along tl1e shore 
NhTURB OF BOTTOM: Sand and stones 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
VfHJiRF/i.GE IiND SHELTER: Nil 
DREDGING REQUIR£D: Not practical 
ll. Vl1.ILi-1.BILITY OF 
COfJSTRUCTION M:-1. TERIJ~Ls: 
EVG:rtugust 12, 1953· 
Stone locally. Round and sawn 
timber locally 
LOCATIOlr: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CBOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
-
AGRI CULTU'RID 
CARTYVILLE. DATE: 12-S-53. 
Full t1mo faraing contro with average farm sizo 
approximately twenty acres, arablo land and wood 
lots included. Area of land under. vegetables 
exceeds that under hay and pasture. 
Soils derived from alluvial deposition on the 
river bottom area, froa outwash sands and gravels 
along the Cr~bbe 1 s River section, and from till 
formations in tho inland areas. Some small areas 
of poorly drained soils and peaty 1nuck 1 types. 
Potatoes, turnips and cabbage comprise the prin-
cipal crop production, ~Ji th smaller amounts of 
carrots, boot and other vegetables. Large 
amounts of hay harvested. 
Approxinately thirty head of cattlo, two hundred 
sheep and twonty-fivo horses in tho area, toget-
her ·with minor nuribcrs of poultry. 
High agricultural potential since approximately 
five hundred acres of arable land now under 
forest cover could bo cleared for farming pur-
poses. 
Area could probably produce twice tho quantity 
of vegetables and hay now harvested. 
gr. GEORGE'S 
st. George's on Flat Bav 
st. George's, from the Seal Rocks side 
• 
' 
The shoreline, and public wharf' in the background. 
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ST. GEORGE!S 
1. Population: Est. 1950 people in 1953. (Includes Shallop 
Cove, Sandy Point and Shell Cove). 
2. Descri tiona St. George's is located on the east side of 
Flat Bay, St.George's Bay), near its mouth. The community 
stretches along the gently sloping coastal plain which borders 
the bay. The railway which parallels the shoreline runs through 
the length of the settlement as does the road which leads from 
Journois Brook to Stephenville Crossing. The nucleus of the 
settlement is t o be found about the railway station (see map). 
Here are found the post office, government offices, inns, 
stores, bank and dock, as well as the Roman Catholic Church 
buildings. The houses in St. George's proper are of frame 
construction and are generally well painted and in good repair, 
while in the satellite settlements they tend to be older and 
in poorer condition. 
3. Government and Services: (a) Local government - iJone. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - R.C.M.P. detachment located here. 
The police district includes the area from just south of 
Stephenville crossing to just north of South Branch. 
(d) Medical facilities - Doctor located here. The medical 
practice includes the settlements from North Branch to 
just north of St. George's. Hospital facilities are 
available at Stephenville Crossing. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - Provincial welfare 
officer located here. The welfare district includes all 
the settlements from just south of Stephenville Crossing 
to just south of St. Andrews. Dept. of Fisheries officer 
is located here. His district includes the area south 
of the Serpentine River Valley as far as the southeastern 
edge of the Codroy Valley. Regional library serves St. 
George's area, Stephenville, Stephenville Crossing and 
Barach0is Brook. 
(f) School - R.C. school and United Church school(i .room) 
teach up to and including Grade XI. 
(g) Sanitation - About 75 per cent of the community has the 
usual Newfoundland facilities, the remainder has modern 
plumbing. There is no organized garbage collection, 
although all refuse is being dumped into an unused gravel 
pit. 
(h) -.ter supply - Almost every residence has an inside 
drilled well. The water supply is good. 
(i) Power and fuel - Almost every residence has electricity 
(Ut..ited Towns Power Co.). Coal ($25.00 per ton) is the 
major fuel used; very little firewood is used at present. 
4. Religious Organization: St. George's is a mixed Catholic -
Protestant community, although the majority are Catholics. 
The church buildings include a United Church (resident minis-
ter), an Anglican Church (minister visits from Robinsons), 
and a Roman Catholic Cathedral and Convent. 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: Church socials. Boy Scout 
--------~-- ---- ·-- -troops at the R.C. and United schools. Girl Guides at th:i 
United school. Movies shown in the R.C. Parish Hall. Numer-
ous dances held in the Anglican ani R.C. halls. Trips made 
to Stephenville and Stephenville Crossing. Baseball and other 
team sports played with teams from Port au Port - St. George's 
Bay area. The baseball field is located immediately behind the 
R,C. Cathedral. 
6. Communications: St. George's is a scheduled stop on the C.N.R. 
main line from St. John's to Port aux Basques. A good dirt 
road leads north along the coast to Stephenville Crossing and 
south as far as Journois Brook. There are about 50 registered 
motor vehicles in St. George's. Horses are often used in 
winter. Fishing boats. U.S.A,F. supply boats anchor in Flat 
Bay to unload supplies on to the barges stationed there (see 
map). Post office handles mail for Sandy Point and Shell 
Cove post offices. Telegraph office. Telephone service 
(Stephenville Crossing exchange). 
7. Industries: Fishing and lumbering. Tl:e majority of the 
working population is employed on the nearby American bases. 
8. Market and Service Area: Twenty stores ca.tar to the local 
market. The majority are small grocery and general stores but 
include several restaurants and ·uce cream parlours, a beauty 
shop and a bank. There is a very large mail order business 
with the mainland. Freight and mail handled for Sandy Point, 
Shallop Cove and Shell Cove. 
FISHERIES 
s T. GEORGE Is 
Area: Flat Bay Date of Survey:_. August 7, 1953 
1. Settlement 
(a) (a) Population: 1,182 (1951 census), including St. George's, 
Sandy point and Seal Rocks. 
(b) No. families engaged fishing: 12. 
(c) No. men engaged in vroods ~rk; A considerable number of 
young men cut pulpvvood in the winter months on sub-con-
tract for Bowaters ($9 - $11 per cord in 1952-53). 
( d) No. men engaged in other occupations: Approximately 200 
men work the year round at Stephenville's Harmon Field, 
on a variety of n1aintenance and construction jobs. 
2. Fishermen 
(a) Total number: 33 (shore). 
(b) Average age: 50. 
(c) Literacy: 97 per cent. 
3. Crew Organiz~~ion 
(a) No. of crews, 19. No. of skippers, 19; sons and partners, 
- 14. 
4. Method of Fishing 
- ... -
(a) Lobster traps, 1,400; cod traps, a few for catching bait; 
salmon nets, 125; smelt nets, 90; hand lines, very few. 
(b) Motorboats, 19; row dories, 10. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
Lobster: 
Salmon: 
Smelts: 
30,000 
45,000 
8,000 
lb. 
" 
rt 
(est. 1953) live weight. 
( " 1953) dressed he ads off. 
( ·" winter 1952-53) round. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
No plants are operating at present. The defunct co-op's 
salt fish plant has not been used since 1950. Sheds for storing 
materials, traps, nets ., etc., and stages are in sound condition. 
The few quintals of shore fish for home consumption are dried 
on the beach. 
7. Marketing _____ ...., 
Lobsters are sold to Dunphy (Curling), Abbott and Hali-
burton (Piccadilly), Kettle's for Hardy and the Stephenville 
base; salmon to mainland Sydney and Halifax markets; smelts 
for local consumption. 
8. Financing 
Neither the local merchants nor the buyers extend credit 
to fishermen here. 
• 
9. Co-operative Developmen~-
The St. George's Co-operative Society was started in 1944 
with a large store representing the consumer side. In 1950 
the Bay Side fisheries (producers) co-operative society 'Which 
is now defunct,, was registered. It was organized specifically 
to handle lobsters,, and heavy salted oodfish1 and the lobsters 
were to be marketad through U.l\11.F. The co-op took a loss in 
the first year on lobsters and processed some heavy salted 
cod which was never sold. As a result the fishermen became 
disillusioned. Failure of the producers co-op is blamed on 
the lack of local leadership and detailed planning. Another 
explanation is to the effect that too many people -vi.ere working 
at Stephenville in preference to fishing,, and that it did not 
pay to operate the plant. The consumer side of the society is 
gradually going out of business at the present time, as it has 
a .heavy indebtedness. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
- k 
St. George's,, since the producers' co-op has ceased 
operation, has had little economic influence in the fisheries 
apart from the pr ovision of fishermen's requisites. It has 
some influence on other settlements in the area through 
provision of medical and other services,, its position on the 
rail-line and its harbour facilities. The settlement's economy 
is closely connected with the Stephenville military base since 
labour on Harmon Field is considered the mainstay of St. George's. 
11. Historical Notes 
Sandy Point is the oldest settled area on the West Coast 
and was the most important thereon until about 1900 when Curlin6 
pegan to expand with establishment of the Bank of Montreal there. 
st. George's proper grew slowly from ten families prior to '98, 
as merchants from Sandy Point crossed over once the railway 
passed through in that year. 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) The lobster, salmon and smelt fisheries constitute the 
industry in St. George's. Cllly a little dried fish is made 
for the fishermen's use while salt cod is brought in from 
Port au Port and Corner Brook for local consumption. Four-
teen 2-man crews fished lobsters in the 1953 season, most 
of them averaging 100 traps per boat. Losses of traps are 
normally light since the area is sheltered. Salmon crews 
numbering 10 (7 of which fished lobsters, and usually with 
one man to a boat) fished in the 1953 May-July season. A 
man fishing only salmon usually fishes two 8-net fleets. 
Several 2-man crews fished smelts from Sandy Point in the 
1952-53 season. 
(b) Employment on the Stephenville base has depleted the 
fi$hery in St. George's in point of numbers and has con-
tributed ind~rectly to failure of the co-op venture. The 
high price of salt and the poor market for dried fish have 
almost eliminated the cod fishery though there is still a 
good cod population. The lobster and salmon fisheries~ 
with dependable U.S. and Cdn. mainland markets, are stable. 
(c) There is little forest cover in the immediate area. 
(d) A dormant coal mine with an estimated potential of 
4,000,000 tons is located close by. Thia has not been 
developed, in part due to seri r)us faulting. 
(e) The attitude of the fishermen in St. George's is _ 
fairly good although they have lost faith in the co-oper-
ative. The lobster and salmon fisheries are pr.Jfi table. 
Those who have engaged in the cod fishery in the past, 
however, disapprove of the rnarketing situation and the 
excessive cost of salt for dried fish. 
(f) St. George's, excluding Sandy Point, appoars a 
prosperous and relatively modern settlement. This is 
due largely to the substantial wages earned at Stephen-
ville, al though the fishermen and others employed in the 
settlement seem industrious. The economy vvould suffer 
drastically should employment cease at Harmon Field. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES: 
NAME OF PLJ\CE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKTJ~ A TERS: 
APPROAClIES FR0~1 TI-IE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORivI CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
St. George's 
Lat. 48°25~'N Long. 58°28'W 
Charts No. 2876 and 7 43 
Public vvharf (formerly railway 
wharf) being reconstructed about 
350' long by 20' wide. 
A few small private small boat 
landings. 
None: practically a landlocked 
harbour 
Good, but a long way off the 
track of vessels usually 
travelling north and south on 
the west coast. 
Fair 
Good anchorage in any weather 
for all ships, although only 
vessels drawing about 10' or 
less should attempt to tie up 
at the public wharf. 
Generally freezes in late winter; 
sometimes sea ice enters 
harbour from the Gulf and does 
considerable damage. 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: During spring tides, the . 
currents are strong at the 
anchorage. 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: Sand, mud and boulders. 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING Quite good if additional 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: facilities were required. 
DREDGING REQUIRED: None for vessels usually calling 
a~ the public wharf. 
AVAILABILITY OF Rock locally (in form of boulder&·) 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Round timber 10 to 12 miles in-
land. Heavy sawn timber, Corner 
Brook. Small sawn timber (up to 
4n x 6n) locally. 
EVG: August 7, 1953· 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTI.ili: 
AGRICULTURE 
ST, GEORGES, DATE: 7 .... 8-53. 
Predominantly hay and pasture agriculture with 
small garden type vegetable production. Large 
. area of hay c:tnd pasture land. 
Soils developed on old raised beach sands and 
gravels, glacial till outwash and glacial till, 
each merging into the other with increasing 
distance froo the present shoreline. 
Potatoes, turnips and cabbage principal vogetable 
pro1uction, ~dth minor quantities of other roots. 
Moderate araount of hay harvested. 
Approximately seventy head of cattle, three hundred 
sheep and fifty horses in the area, together with 
ninor nunbers of hens. 
Moderate area of potentially arable land could be 
cleared for agricultural use in the section ad-
jacent to the southern perimeter of the town. 
Production of hny and vegetables could be in-
creased on tho present arable area through im-
proved cultural practises and adequate fertili-
zation. 
• 
SHIP COVE 
; 
Ship Cove. tr an the east 
• 
. . 
The beach and cove, look~ southeast 
Ship Cove, centre ot settlement 
SHIP COVE 
• 
1. Position: 48° 30' N, 59° ooz w. 
2. Population.!.. Estimated at 40 families (227 people in 1951). 
3. Description: Ship Cove is a rural community strung along 
both sides of the E-W road Vlhich parallels the southern shore 
of the Port au Port Peninsula. It extends from the road forks 
just north elf Abrahams Cove to Ship Cove. Most of the community 
is concentrated in the valley which extends NE from the foot c·f 
Ship Cove. The buildings are located on two marine terrace 
levels which extend from the mouth of the valley and pinch out 
at its head about l~ miles inland. A small community centre is 
located re a.r the top c;f the valley to the east of the very small 
brook which flows through it. Here are located two stores, the 
school and seve ral houses. The houses are al 1 of frame con-· 
structicn and are generally sound, although none are new. 
A U.S. Air Force radar station is being built in the community 
at Jerry's Nose. 
4. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None . 
( c) Police protection ~ None • 
. (d) Medical facilities - None (Aguathuna doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - 2-roorri Roman Catholic school (Grade XI). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outp ort facilitie s. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Wells are used by most families, 
the brook by several households. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity. Firevvood is the chief 
fuel. 
Reli~ious Ot:ganization: 
Cape St. Geor ge parish. 
Roman Ca tholic carununity, part of 
No church building. 
6. Recreation and Entertainment: Church socials~ and Piccadilly 
dance hall. Facilitie s at Stephenville used frequently. 
7. Corrnnunications: Road .. leads east to Port au Port and west 'o 
Sheaves Cove. -From the road forks north of Abrahams Cove, the 
road leads to Piccadilly. Regular twice-daily bus schedule 
from Cape St. George to Stephenville services the community. 
Numerous motor vehicles ovmed in Ship Cove. Fishing boats; 
horses used in winte r. Post office; telephone line to Port 
au Purt. 
8. Industries: Fishing e.nd agriculture - in decline. Lumber-
·-ing - some men work in the Y\OOdso Construction - almost all 
the men are working on the American bases. 
9. Market and S~!ice Area: .. There are two local stores.,, supplied 
from utephenvil l e Crossing and Corner Brook. There is a large 
mail order business. Mail and telephone service from Port au 
Port. The Ship Cove· post office handles mail for Lower Cove 
and Sheaves Cove to the west of the community. 
FISHERIES 
---·--
SHIP COVE 
Area: Port au Port Peninsula Date of Sur~~;y_;_August 8,1953 
1. Settlement 
------
Population: 227 (1951 census). 
No. families engaged fishing: 14. 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) No. men engaged in woods work: A number of men cut pulp 
on sub-contract for B01wters in the winter months (at 
$7 per cord in 1952-53). 
(d) No. men engaged in other occupations: Some of the men 
work at Stephenville's Harmon Field (average wage $60 
per week) or at the nearby radar station under construct-
ion in swn.mer of 1953 ($50-$60 average wage). 
2. Fishermen 
------
(a) Total no.: 14 (shore). 
(b) Average age: 45. 
3. Crew Organ~zati~~ 
(a) No. of crews: 7. No. of skippers, 7; sons and partners,?. 
4. ~thod of Fishing 
(a) Lobster traps, 1,200; salmon traps, 2; cod traps, l; 
herring nets, 7; salmon nets, 4; trawl, 30 lines; hand lines, 
a few; jiggers, 2 or 3. 
(b) Motorboats, l; row dories, 7. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
-
(a) Cod: 250 qtls. light salted: 2,000 lb. fresh split (1952). 
(b) Salmon: 3,100 lb. (est.1953). 
(c) Lobster: 28,000 lb. (est. 1953). 
(d) Herring: Very little in fall of 1952. 
6. Fish Processing Facil i ti~.~ 
There are no plants in Ship Cove. 
flakes on the beach. The small number 
in adequate though aged condition. 
7. Iv1arke ting 
Salt cod is dried on 
of flakes and sheds are 
Salt cod is sold to Abbott & Haliburton (Piccadilly) and 
to Stephenville for local consumption; fresh split cod to 
Stephenville stores; lobsters to A.& H.(Piccadilly); and salmon 
to A.& H. and to Stephenville for local consumption. 
8. Financing 
-----
The lobster fishermen in Ship Cove are extended credit by 
the merchants in the form of rope and twine on a seasonal basis. 
Most fishermen receive credit from Abbott and Haliburton "Who buy 
the lobsters~ to the extent of an average of $150 per 2-man dory. 
This sum is deducted from the returns to the fishermen throughout 
the season. Walter Kendall & Sons, operating the small general 
store, extend credit to some lobster fishermen in the form of 
materials, averaging $25 per dory in 1953 ~nd as much as $200 
in 1952. Since Kendall does not buy the product the fishennen 
repay this sum as they receive their income. This is to the 
extent of the credit in Ship Cove's fishery. 
9. Co-operative Development 
There is no co-operative organization in Ship Cove at 
the present time. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
-----
-·---------~-
Ship Cove has no economic influence beyond its own 
boundaries. It has some ties with Piccadilly, 4-5 miles 
away, since A. & H. there buy most of its fishery products, 
and with Stephenville military base and Corner Brook (Bowaters) 
because of the alternative forms of employment th3re. 
11. Historical Notes 
Ship Cove has been settled for some 70 to 80 years. 
People came here first to participate in the fishery. The 
traditionally staple fisheries, the cod and shore herring 
fisheries, have deteriorated during recent years, the former 
because of the high cost of salt and marketing problems and 
the latter, it is claimed, because of the purse seine operat-
ions, 
' ' 
12. (a) Most of the Ship Cove fishermen fish both lobsters and 
cod. Two men to a dory is the normal complement in both 
fisheries, with a maximum of 200 traps per dory for lob-
sters and an average of 6 lines of trawl for cod. One 
cod trap was fished in 1952 but none in 1953. TVX> salmon 
traps and 4 salmon nets (one per 2-man boat) were opera tod 
in the 1953 season. Two men tend a salmon trap. Each 
lobster crew fishes a herring net in the spring for bait. 
(b) There is no forest cover in the immediate area. 1hose 
men cutting pulp on sub-contract go into the woods else-
where. 
(c) Rock was being crushed on the beach, at date of visit, 
for use in construction of the American radar station 
close by. 
(d) The attitude of the fishermen in Ship Cove is only fair. 
The lobster and salmon fisheries are stable but the shore 
herring fishery has almost diaappeared, the fishermen 
blaming the purse seiners_ for decimation of the herring 
population. The cod fishery ~so is operating at a dis-
advantage. Salt is prohibitiv~ly expensive(according to 
.the merchant, $12 per hogshead, at date of visit); there 
is little herring for bait in the area; good vages on the 
American military bases have drawn men from the fishery; 
and there is little market for shore fish or fresh cod. 
The greatest need of the fishery, it was claimed, is a 
better market for light salted cod (only A. & H. had been 
buying, currently at $9 per qtl.) anq/ br a buyer for fresh 
split fish in the spring when the cod fishery is at its best. 
(e) Ship Cove's economy is not a very satisfactory one. The 
fishery does not hold a great potential for advancement 
since it does not appear likely that the market for shore 
fish will improve. The harbour, since there is no wharf, 
at present is really capable of accanmodating only dories 
although one motorboat does operate. Employment at the 
Stephenville military base is in many cases temporary and 
this is truer still of the Radar base. The inhabitants 
appear reasonably industrious. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NPJvIE OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTil~G BREJ~F~'~Ji\. TE11.S: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORh CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
tihip Cove 
Lat. 48°3l'N Long. 58°57!'W 
Chart Nos. 2876 & 3202 
None 
I~one 
Fair for small vessels 
Fair 
Open from south to westerly 
winds: offers shelter from 
northerly winds but anchorage 
is poor. 
Sea ice occasionally fills the 
cove 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: None 
NATURE .OF BOTTO~: Gravel and rock 
POS&IBILITIES OF PROVIDING Very poor, bottom is steep-to, 
WHARFAGE ~ND SHELTER: even at the gravel beach at the 
bottom of the cove, making 
anchorage very poor 
DREDGING REQUIRED: None 
AVAILABILITY OF Rock and gravel locally. Rourid 
COi\JSTRlJCTION ~1L~TERIJ-~Ls: and sawn timber from various 
points in Fort au Fort peninsula 
and St. George area. 
EVG:August 8, 1953· 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE : 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVES'roCIC: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTU'Rrn 
SHIP COVE - Port au Port Peninsula. DATE: 8.-8-53. 
Garden type agriculture producing ninor quantities 
of vegotables. · Large aron of hay and pasture land. 
Soils developed on weathering soft sandstone, lime-
stone Md outwash sands and gravels, with a small 
area of alluvial soil near the present beach 
accumulation. Soils generally of shallow depth 
with ninor areas of peaty, •muck' surface cover. 
Potatoes, cabbage and turnip principal crops, with 
minor amounts of other roots. 
Moderate quantity .of hnY harvested. 
Approximately twenty-five head of cattle, fifteen 
horses and seventy-five sheep maintained, together 
with minor numbers of hons. 
Moderate area of potentially arable land available 
for clearing around tho present village perimeter. 
Intensified cultural practices and proper fertili-
zation would increase present hay and vegetable 
yields considernbl~r • 
.. 
THREE ROCK COVE 
• 
• 
Looking north-east 
'.l'he beach, looking south-west 
Boats drawn up and sheds, including the winch house 
THREE ROCK COVE 
1. Position: 48° 36' N, 59° 07' W. 
2. Population: About 40 families (113 people in 1951). 
3. De s~iption:. Three Rock Cove is a rural community stretching 
for several miles along the road vtiich runs along the west 
shore of the Port au Port Peninsula. The community is 4 miles 
from Lourdes. The houses are well dispersed, of frame con-
struction and in fairly good repair, being separated by hay-
fields and vegetable plots. Raised beaches, marine terraces 
and remnants of wave-cut cliffs are found throughout the area, 
indicated by stepped rises in elevation from the sea. The 
total area of cleared land is not very great. 
4. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (Lourdes doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - 2-room Roman Catholic school (Grade XI). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Wells are used although a few 
families also use local brooks. The shallower wells 
run dry in summer. 
(i) Po'W'9r and fuel: No electricity. Firewood used. 
5. Religious Organization: Roman Catholic community (Lourdes 
parish). 
6. Recreation and Entertainment: Churoh socials. Movies shown 
at Lourdes twice weekly. Facilities at Stephenville used 
frequently. 
7. Communications: Road loads north to Lourdes and south to 
Mainland. Trucks and cars owned in the community operate 
over the road. Local small boats; horses used in winter. 
Post office; telephone connection with Port au Port. 
8. Industries: Fishing for lobsters and cod. Agriculture on 
a small scale in summer; lumbering in vui.nt~r. Construction 
work in Stephenville, etc. 
9. Market and Service Area: Three stores serve local needs, one 
being an Abbott and Haliburton (Port au Port) branch and 
another is a branch of the Lourdes Co-op. The stores are 
supplied from Lourdes, Port au Pert and Corner Brook. Postal 
courier from port au Fort to the post office, vbich also 
serves Mainland. 
; 
FISHERIES 
THREE ROCK COVE 
--------
Area~ Port au Port Peninsula 
l •· Settlement 
(a) Population: 113 (1951 census). 
(b) No •. families engaged fishing: 6 •. 
Date of Survey: August 6,1953 
( c) No., men engaged in woods work: Most of the men cut pulp 
for Bowaters in the winter months •. 
(d) No. men engaged . in other occupatinns: A few men work at 
the American base at Stephenville •. 
2. Fishermen: 
(a) Total number: 10 (shore) •. 
(b) Aver·age age: 40. 
3. Cre'Y Organ~zation 
(a) No. of crews: 6. No. of skippers, 6; sharemen, 4. 
4. Method cf Fishing 
(a) Lobster traps, 550;· cod traps, 2; herring nets, 20; 
trawl, 50 lines; hand lines, 6; jiggers, a few. 
(b) Motor boats, 4; row dories, 3. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Cod: 620 qtls. (1952) light salted. 
(b) Lobster: 9,800 lb. (est. for 1953) live weight. 
(c) Salmon: 11 000 lb. (est. for 1953) taken incidentally in 
cod traps. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
There are no plants in Three Rock Cove at the present 
time. Salt cod is dried on the beach. The re are very few 
flakes but there are several sheds for storing fish and 
materials (one of them belongs to the local branch of the 
Lourdes co-op). These are in sound condition. 
7. Marketing 
Lobsters are sold to Loµrdes U.M.F. co-op and Abbott and 
Haliburton (Piccadilly) and dried cod to Lourdes co-op and A.& H. 
The Three Rock Cove branch of the co-op (pre sent manager 
P.Hall) does the local business for the parent co-op in Lourdes, 
i.e. it supplies lobster requisites, salt etc. to the fishermen. 
Lobsters are taken directly to the pool at West Bay. The oo-op 
store sells general merchandise in addition to its fisheries 
function. 
8. Financing 
The lobster fishermen operating out of Three Rock Cove 
receive credit on a seasonal basis for the rope and twine used 
in building their traps. The credit extended by the Lourdes 
co-op averages between $100 and $200 per crew, and by A,& H. 1 
$125. Credit is cl eared up at the seasons• end. The Lourdes 
co-op provides a little credit to the cod trap operators, 
9. Co-operative Development 
The Three Rock Cove branch of the Lourdes (U. M. F. ) co-
operative society was set up men fue la. tter was established 
in the early 1940's. It occupies a small building contiguous 
with the post office, with a storage shed on the beach. It 
has both a consumers and producers side. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Three Rock Cove has no economic influence beyond it self. 
The co-op branch handles the credit function for only t:re 
local fishermen. It has its chief economic tie with Lourdes, 
in the fishery. Otherwise Three Rock Cove bas economic ties 
with Stephenville and Corner Brook (Bowaters) through alternat-
ive forms of .employment. 
11. Historical Notes 
------- ·--
Three Rock Cove is a fairly old settlement established 
originally by men following the cod fishery. The lobster 
fishery in recent years has equalled the cod in importance. 
12. Additional Notes 
---------
(a) Six crews fished lobsters in the 1953 season, most of 
them one man to a boat with 50 to 165 traps per boat 
put out at the beginning of the season. Losses were 
heavy. Eight motor boats fished from Three Rock Cove 
in 1952 compared with 4 in 1953. 'D1.ree boats were 
trawling for cod at date of visit, usually with a boy 
as shareman, and 2 or 3 were jigging. Two cod traps 
operated by 2 brothers, with one shareman, were being 
fished for the first time in 1953, though one was out 
briefly late in 1952 (these are valued at i200 each). 
Each boat fishes one or two herring nets for bait in 
the spring. Bait is in short supply here as elsewhere 
in the summer months. All cod is light salted. 
(b) There is some forest cover in the area, of limited 
merchantable value. 
(o) The attitude of the Three Rock Cove fishermen is 
fairly good. The lobster fishery is stable and the cod 
fishery shows some advance with the beginning of a trap 
operation in 1953. The cod fishermen find the market for 
shore fish sanewhat strained and the price of salt high at 
$1.85 per hundred. 
(d) The economy of Three Rock Cove appears stable though 
partly dependent on employment with Bowaters and terminable 
employment at dtephenville. The fishing effort is chang-
ing and in the case of the shore cod fishery decreasing 
overall. The settlement•s inhabitants are quite indust-
• rious. 
• 
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HARBOUR F~CILITIES 
l'!AIVIE OF PLJ~CE: Three Rocks Cove 
Lat. 48°37'N Long, 59°07'W 
Chart No.2876 
EXISTING WHARVES: None: a public haul-out winch, 
power-driven, has been pro~ 
vided to enable fishermen to 
remove boats from the water 
every time they come in 
· EXISTING BREi-lKVvATERS: l'Jone 
APFROJ~CHES F'RQl\l THE SEA; Poor, shallow for some distance 
from shore 
FOG CONDITIONS: Fair 
STORM CONDITIONS: Badly exposed to all winds 
south through west to northwast 
ICE CONDITIONS: Sea ice blocks coast in late 
winter and early spring 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: None 
' 
NATURE OF BOTTOr:I: Sand and gravel 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTl R: Not practical 
DREDGING REQUIRED: Not practical 
AVAILABILITY 01', 
CONSTRUCTION l\IIATERiilLS: Timber and rock, including 
gravel, obtainable locally 
EVG:August 6, 1953· 
• 
LOCATION: 
- AGRICULTURE : 
SOILS: 
CliOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
• 
AGRICULTURE 
THREE BOCK COVE - Port au Port Peninsula DA.TE: 6-8-53. 
Subsistence type agriculture with minor quantities 
of vegetables produced. Area predomiI'lc"lntly under 
hay and pasture. 
Soils weathered from fine sandstone and shales on 
the flat uplands and from old raised beach materials 
on the lower sections. 
Potatoes and cabbage are principal crops, ~ri th 
minor amounts of turnips and other vegetables pro-
duced. Moderate amounts of hay harvested. 
Approximately three hundred sheep, sixty head of 
cattle and twenty-five horses in the area. Minor 
numbers of hens maintained. 
· Potentially arable land surrounding tho village 
area could be cleared for agricultural production. 
With improved cultural practices and adequate 
fertilization, hay and vegetable yields could be 
raised considerably, thereby permitting the main-
tenance of larger numbers of shoop and cattle • 
LOURDES 
' 
Looking toward ma.in pa.rt ot settlement 
• 
Lourdes, centre of new part of settlement 
Fish flakes on beach, looking north-east 
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LOURDES 
----
1. Position: 48° 38' N, 59° 00' W. 
3. Description: Lourdes is a rural community strung along the 
road which traverses the neck of the peninsula lying between 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence and West Bay, Port au Port Bay. Near 
the west coast this road intersects the road which parallels 
the coast from Winterhouse to Mainland. There is, however, a 
nucleated heart for the community centered on the intersection. 
This consists of the Roman Catholic church, parish hall, two 
school buildings, the post office, a gas station and the co-op 
store. The dwellings are located along both sides of the road, 
in most instances backed by cleared fields. 
4. 
With respect to habitations, Lourdes is divided into two 
fairly well defined sections, the pre-1935 (the land settlement 
scheme began in that year), and the post-1935 portions. The 
houses in the former, located in most cases between the centre 
of the settlement and the shore, are relatively small and run-
down, while the dwellings oonstructed since 1935 are fairly 
large, some of them recently painted, and generally in very 
good condition. 
Government and Services: (a) Local governme nt - None. 
----------- ---"- -- --
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - Resident physician. 
practice district includes the area from 
Long Point and from Mainland to Lourdes. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - Noneo 
His medical 
Piccadilly to 
(f) Schools - T"WO four-room Roman Catholic schools. 
(Grade XI taught). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual Newfoundland facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Average. 
s~e run dry in summer. 
high bacteria count. 
Wells up to 12 feet deep are used; 
The water is reported to have a 
(i) Povver and fuel - No electricity. Firewood used. 
5. ~ligiou~-Or-~anizat~E:..:_ Roman Catholic community. Large church 
with resident priest and a parish hall are located at the heart 
of the community. The parish includes the area between Main-
land, Piccadilly and Long Point. 
6. Recreation and Entertainmenta Church socials. Movies shown 
- ·· -- -in parish hall twice a week. Facilities in Stephenville used 
frequently. 
7. Communications: Regular bus service by local vehicles is main-
taiiied to Stephenville (3 runs daily). In addition to the buses, 
2 taxis operate from LouT'des, as well as numerous private cars 
and trucks. Horses and snowmobile used in winter. Post office 1 
served by Port au Port couriero Telephone line to Port au Port. 
8. Industries: Fishing and agriculture - in decline. Lumbering -
about 20 men worked in the woods in 1952 cutting pulp-wood. 
Construction and maintenance - About 60 men work full time 
at Harmon Field, the U.S.A.F. base at Stephenville. These 
men earn an average of $70.00 per week. A number of others 
are working on the West Bay and Ship Cove construction jobs 
for the U. S • A. F. 
9. Market_ and Service Area: The co-op store with 351 members 
serves the community but most of the clothing and furniture 
is bought from mail order houses. The co-op has branches in 
Three-Rock Cove and Winterhouse and its lobster pool is located 
at West Bay. Its supplies are brought from Corner Brook by 
truck. Local wool is carded and spun at Charlottetown. 
FISHERIES 
----·-
LOURDES 
Areaa Port au Port Peninsula P.~~e of Survey; Auguat 6, 1953 
---
1. Settlement 
---··-
(a) Population: 551 (1951 census). 
(b) No. families engaged fishing: 12. 
( c) No. men engaged in v..oods work: A few in the winter months. 
(d) No. men engaged in other occupations: 65 men from Lourdes 
were working at Stephenville in August, 1953. 
Others were doing construction work on the 'lf3st Bay and 
Ship Cove U.3.A.F. radar bases. 
2. Fishennen 
(a) Total no.: 20 (shore). 
(b) Average age: 45. 
3. .£!:ew Organiza !ion 
(a) No. of crews, 16. No. of skippers, 16; sons and partners, 
4. 
4. Method of Fishing 
(a) Lobster traps, 2,100; herring nets, 16; trawl, 120 lines, 
hand lines, a few. 
(b) Motor boats. 8; motor dories, l; row dories, 6. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
- -----
(a) Codt 180 qtls. (1952) light salted. 
(b) Lobster: 30,000 lb. (est.1953) live weight. 
(c) Herring: for bait in the spring. 
6. Fish Pro~e.ssing F9.cili tie~ 
There is no plant precessing of fish at present. There 
is an artificial drying plant on the beach, which has not 
operated since 1949 when it went ·bankrupt. Cod is dried on 
a few flakes or spread out on the teach. There are a few 
sheds for storing fish, al so on the beach. This equipment is 
in adequate though aged condition. 
7. Marketing 
Dried cod is sold to Lourdes (United Maritime Fishermen) 
co-op and Stephenville stores and lobsters to Abbott & Hali-
burton (Piccadilly) and Lourdes co-op. The bulk of the 
lobsters caught out of Lourdes itself are sold to A.& H. 
The Lourdes co-operative society, producers' side, pur-
chased in the 1953 season 103,189 lb. of live lobsters from 
some 43 fishermen, all of them from points around the penin-
sula other than Lourdes. Of these, 97,100 lb. were shipped to 
United Maritime Fishennen, Halifax, with their ultimate des-
tination, Boston, 1Nhere the average price for the season vras 
3&,;~ per lb. The circa 6,000 lb. not shipped were 1rreaks, 
storm losses (gale action at the pool located at West Bay 
resulted in losses of 2,254 lb.), shrinkage, etc. Costs 
deducted from the Boston price included ocean freight, ice, 
lobster plugs, crates and telegraphic transfers. The co-op 
made an initial payment of 18¢ per lb. to the fishermen and 
a rebate was to be made on receipt of the returns from 
Halifax. The final price would probably average 24¢• The 
co-op purchased 1,000 qtls. of light salted cod in 1952 
from Lourdes and other settlements' fishermen, shipping it 
to Bowaters at Corner Brook. 
8. Financing 
The lobster fishermen receive credit on a seasonal 
basis from th.a merchant-buyer who takes their lobsters. 
Credit is in the form of rope and twine averaging $25-~150 
per crew from A.& H. which buy almost all the catch of Lourdes 
lobster fishermen, and $100-$200 per crew from Lourdes u .. tti. F. 
co-op. The co-op's producer side, through the consumer side, 
secures supplies of rope and twine from U.M.F. in Halifax and 
provides these to the fishermen, the cost to the co-op being 
deducted from the first shipment of lobsters. 
9. Co-operative _E~elopment 
ThB Lourdes co-operative society (U.M.F.) was incorporat-
ed in 1940, taking over the store vhich had previously be-
longed to the Land Settlement scheme. It was instituted 
originally as a producer-consumer society handling lobsters, 
codfish, cattle, and saw-mill operations, vri.th six branch 
stores. The co-op operated successfully until 1949 when it 
conducted its abortive artificial drier experiment, and 
suffered a loss on its lobsters as well. In 1950, the 
provincial government extended a loan to ihe organization and 
the co-op had to close up some of its branch stores. In that 
year also the producers side (present manager Alf peters), 
separated from the consumer side, Wiich operates the general 
store. Partial failure of the co-op as originally constituted 
is blamed on mismanagemer1t. Wiile 98 per cent of the local 
fishermen have shares in the co-op they have adopted a 
pessimistic attitude toward it. Indicative of the latter 
is the fact local lobster fishermen sell almost all their 
cater. to A.& H. Peters claL~s that the artificial drier 
was too expensive to operate. 
10. The Settlements• Area of Economic Influence 
Lourdes exerts an influence over the West Bay and west 
side Port au Port peninsula area through the co-operative 
society and its branch stores which ha11dle m1ch of the fishery 
prcxiucts producec and extend credit to the lobster fisher-
men. The settlement has an economic tie as well with Stephen-
ville through the considerable number of Lourdes men employed 
there. 
11. Historical Notes 
There were only a few settlers in the area in 1918 when 
the settlement,originally called Clam Basin, was renamed 
Lourdes. Settlement continued to be sparse until 1935, when 
the Land Settlement scheme -wa.s instituted with a subsequent 
marked increase in population. The latter is now scattered 
over 3 or 4 miles with tre relatively new portion forming 
the heart of the settlement. 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) Sixteen lobster boats fished in the 1953 season April 
20 to July 5, most of them "With one-man crews and the 
others with a partner. Traps average 75 to a one-man 
boat and 150 to a 2-man crew. Losses in 1953 were 
heavy. Three rren vvere trawling for cod at date of 
visit though many others had started and given up 
because of the bait shortage. A few men were hand-
lining. Each man fishes a herring net for bait in the 
spring. Cod fishermen dry their fish individually 
(light salted cod sold at an average of $9 per qtl. 
in 1952). 
(b) As noted, Lourdes fishermen are pessimistic regarding 
the co-operative. The decline in the shore cod fishery 
has be en induced by failure of the experiment in ar-
tificial drying. The poor market for shore fish is 
also an inhibiting factor. The lobster fi.shery is a 
stable one. 
(c) Lourdes has no m0rchantable forest cover. 
(d) The economy of Lourdes is relatively stable but like 
many of the other Port au Port settlements it is 
dependent to a considerable degree on employment at 
the American military base at Stephenville and this 
is of a t erminable nature. The fishery is now largely 
dependent on the lobster, "With the shore cod industry 
deteriorating. The men appear industrious. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAI'-iE OF PLii. CE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKvvAT ERS: 
APPROACHES FROfVI THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
Lourdes 
Lat. 48°J9'N Long. 59°Bl'W 
Chart No. 2S76 
None. Fishermen have small 
privately owned landing and 
capstan operated haul.out 
None, but Red Point at southern 
extremity of this beach offers 
some shelter from southerly 
to southeasterly winds 
Very bad: shallow for some 
distance off shore 
Fair 
Very bad. 
southwest 
east 
Open to winds from 
through west to north-
ICE CONDITIONS: Sea ice occasionally blocks 
the coast from December to May 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: None 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: Sandstone ledges and gravel 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING It might be possible to build a 
VvHARFAGE Al\JD SHELTER: small breakvvater north of Red 
Point and running in a north-
easterly direction 300' or 400' 
tb assist local fishermen to 
work more days per year. R haul-
out winch might also be a 
feasible aid to the local fisher-
men. 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AV .AILABILITY OF 
CO ~JSTRUCTION M.~ TERil-tLS: 
EVG:August 6, 1953· 
None practical 
Rock locally. Round and sawn . 
timber from various points on 
the Port au Port peninsula. 
LOCATI01'T: 
AGRICULTURE : 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTURE 
LOURIES - Port au Port Peninsula. DA.TE : 6-8-53 o 
Garden typo agriculture with minor production of 
vegetables. Greater part of the area under hay 
and pasture. 
Soils derived from river outwash material along 
the shallow valley through the village, from 
calcareous sands [1,nd gravels in the central sec-
tion of tho village, and from lacustrinc or marine 
lai'd sands and gravels.together with minor till 
remnants, on tho high.er sections. 
Potatoes, turnips and cabbage coaprise the prin-
cipal crops, "ri th minor quantities of other roots 
and logur.ios produced. 
Moderate amount of hay harvested. 
Approximately two hundred sheep, seventy-five head 
of cattle and ton horses in tho area, together 
with minor numbers of hons. 
Limited agricultural potential due to rough hilly 
topography, poorly drained soils and linitod 
areas of arable land. 
Present hay and vegetable production could be in-
creased by proper management and adequate use of 
fertilizers, and present number of cattle could 
subsequently be increased. 
So~o potentially arable land surrounding the 
village area could be cleared for agricultural 
use. 
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wmrERROUSE 
• I 
Looking south=west 
• 
Looking ·. north-east along road to Black Duck Brook 
· Fish flakes, sheds, private wharf and public haul-out 
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WINTERHOUSE 
1. Position: 48° 49' N, 58° 57' W. 
2. Population~ Estimated at 16 families (130 people in 1951). 
3. Description: Winterh0use is a rural community located on the 
marine terrace bordering the Guli'of St. Lawrence en the north-
ern part of the Port au port Peninsula. The shore is marked 
by cliffs rising from the sea to the terrace level (75-100 feet 
a.s.l.). The houses, of frame construction and in fairly good 
repair, are dispersed, being separated by marshy pastures and 
hayfields. The road along vhich the houses are strung para-
llels the top of the shore cliff. The majority of the commun-
ity's buildings are located east of the road. 
4. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (Lourdes doctor) • 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - One-room Roman Catholic school (Grade XI). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Wells 10-12 feet deep are used. 
They do not go dry in summer. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity. Firewood used (obtained 
locally from scrub forests). 
5. Religiou~ Organization: Roman Catholic community, part of 
Lcurdes parish. I~o church building. 
6. Recreation and Entertainment: Take part in chi· ~h socials 
-at Lourdes. 
7. Communications: Dirt motor road ....... 1s south tu Lourdes (3 
miles). This road continues north and then eastward from the 
school across the peninsula to Black Duck Brook on Port au 
Port Bay. Cars and trucks ovm.ed lccally. Fishing boats. 
Horses used in winter. Telephone line to Port au Port. 
8. Industr5.e s: Fishing and farming in summer, lumbering in 
winter -,...,, ~ .. though not commercially in immediate area) -
about ha.t.f the men go into the woods. Construction work on 
U.S. Air Force bases in summer. 
9. Market and Service Area: One store looks after local needs. 
It is a branch of Lourdes Co-op. Some shopping is done in 
Lourdes and in Black Duck Brook. Mail is obtained at Black 
Duck Brook post office. Fishery products are marketed through 
the Lourdes co-operative, or sold to Piccadilly. Local wool 
is carded and spun at Charlottetown. 
• 
FISHERIES 
WINTERHOUSE 
Area: Port au Port Peninsula Date of Survey: August 6,1953 
- -1. Se\;"i.ilament 
(a) Population: 130 (1951 census). 
(b) No. families engaged fishing: 8. 
(c) No. men engaged in woods work: 9 or 10 in the winter 
months working for BC1Naters. 
(d) No. engaged in other occupations: A number of men 
work at construction on the Stephenville military base, 
and the American radar bases l:Bing constructed at Ship 
Cove and West Bay • 
• 
2. Fishermen 
(a) Total no: 8 (shore). 
(b) Average age: 30. 
3. Crew Organization 
(a) No. of crews, 8. No. of skippers, 8. 
4. Method of Fishing 
(a) Lobster traps, 500; herring nets, 10; trawl, 50 lines; 
hand-lines, a few. 
(b) Motorboats, 3; motor dories, l; row dories, 4. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Cod: 400 qtls. (est. for 1952) light salted. 
(b) Lobster: 10,000 lb. (est. for 1953) live weight. 
(c) Halibut: 1,200 lb. (est. for 1953) taken by cod trawl. 
(d) Herring and mackerel: For bait only. 
6. ~sh Processing Facilities 
There are no plants in Winterhouse at present. Cod 
is dried on flakes and spread out on the beach. Flakes 
and fish sheds are in satisfactory condition. 
7. Marketing 
Lobsters are sold to Lourdes (U.M.F.) co-operative 
society, ~'\..Cld light salted cod to Abbott & Haliburton 
(Piccadilly, in 1952 at least; most of the 1953 make :was 
unsold at date of visit). 
The Winterhouse branch of the Lourdes co-op does the 
local business, providing credit to fishermen in the form 
of supplies. Lobsters are t~ken directly to the West Bay 
pool. 
8. Financin~ 
The local co-op branch extends credit to the lobster 
fishermen on a seasonal basis. This, in the form of rope 
and twine and other r equisites averages $100 per boat. 
Credit is cleared at the season's end. 
9. Co-operative Development 
The Winterhouse branch of the Lourdes (U.1v1. F.) co-oper-
a ti ve society was set up early in the 1940's \hen the parent 
organization was established. It has a consumers as well as 
a producers side. The store deals in general merchandise and 
purchases its fishery supplies at Corner Brook. In addition 
to its extension of credit to the lobster fishermen in the 
form of materials, it sells salt to the cod fishermen (in 
August, 1953 at $1.95 per hundred lb.). 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Winterhouse has little economic influence beyond its 
own limits. The branch of the LOurdes co-op serves the local 
population almost exclusively. The settlement has a close 
economic tie with Lourdes and to a lesser degree with Piccadilly, 
as fir st marks ts for products of the fishery. It has ties as 
well with Corner Brook and Stephenville through alternative 
forms of employment. 
11. Historical Notes 
Winterhouse is an old settlement established first as a 
fishing location with the cod fishery as the basis of the 
economy. While still relatively important the latter has 
been equalled in importance by the lobster fishery. 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) Eight one-man crews fished lobsters in the 1953 season 
with an average of 65 traps per boat. Three or four 
boats (one man) were trawling and the same number hand-
lining for cod at date of visit. Twelve lines of trawl 
per boat is the normal gear complement. Each boat fishes 
1 or 2 herring nets for bait in the spring. Bait is in 
short supply in the summer months. Losses of lobster 
traps in the 1953 season were heavy, estimated at 80 per 
cent of the number set out. In 1952 the federal govern-
ment installed a pow:ir i"linch for pulling boats up from 
the shoreline. This has proved a great improvement over 
the old method -which employed horses. 
(b) The settlement has no merchantable forest cover. 
(c) The attitude of the Winterhouse fishermen is fair, despite 
the slow rmrket for dried fish. The lobster fishery is 
a staple one. However, the shore cod fishery faces the 
dual problem of high priced salt and an insufficient 
number of buyers. The trawl and hand line fishery suffers 
from a habitual shortage of bait in the sununer months. 
These factors are causing the cod fishery to decline. 
The opinion prevailed that a cold storage and filleting 
plant for cod are the greatest needs of the local fishery. 
No buyers of fresh fish are available and there is no ice 
except in the winter months. 
(d) ?he economy of Winterhouse appears fairly strong. The 
fishermen are industrious, prosecuting the shore fishery 
diligently and in some cases working in the v.oods in the 
off season. These and alternative forms of employment on 
American bases maintain a relatively high average of 
family incomes in the settlement. 

HARBOUR Fit C IL IT IES 
NAlvIE O:F PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREA Kl.TATERS: 
APPROACHES FROrJ! THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORlv1 COI'JDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
vlin terhous e 
Lat. 48°4l!'N Long. 58°56'W 
Chart No. 2876 
Only small fish stage in very 
dangerous condition, privately 
owned. 
A public power-driven winch 
has been provided to enable 
fishermen to haul out their 
boats every time they come in 
None 
Poor, beach shelving for con-
siderable distance from the 
shore. 
Fair 
Very badly exposed to all winds 
from southwest through west to 
northeast 
Sea ice occasionally blocks 
coast in late winter and early 
spring 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: None 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: Sandstone and gravel 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING Not practical at this point. 
vl/H/1.RFAGE AND SHELTER: Further investigation might re-
veal suitable site for small rock-
mound or cribwork breakwater 
beyond bouldery point, about 
~ mile northwards 
DREDGING REQUIRED: Not practical 
AVAILABILITY OF 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: 
EVG:August 6, 1953· 
Rock locally. 
Round and sawn timber from 
various points on Port au Fort 
'· 
neninsula 
·' 
LOC.ATION: 
AGRICULTURID: 
SOILS: 
CEOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICUL'IURE 
Wiln'ERHOUSE - Fort au Port Peninsula. DATE: 6-8-53. 
Small garden type agriculture producing oinor 
quantities of vegetables. Large aroa of hay 
and pasture land. 
Soils derived from fine snnds Cl.Ild gravels and 
weathering fine sandstone. Some wind deposited 
sands nixed with tho surface organic layer over 
the plain-like topography. 
Potatoes, cabbage nnd turnips cor.'l'prise tho chief 
vegetable crop, together with small quantities 
of other roots. 
Moderate amount of hay harvestedo 
Approxioatoly throe hundred sheep, seventy-five 
head of cattle and twenty horses in tho area, 
together with minor numbers of hens. 
Agricultural potential lies in increased pro-
duction from present arable land through more 
intensive farming methods and adequate fer-
tilization of soils. 
· .. 
PICCADTIJ.Y 
scallop draggers and "Perella" tied up at Abbott and 
Ha.ljburton wharf .Scallop packing plant on right side 
ot whart, storage shed on left 
A. & H. whart from land side 
' 
PICCADILLY 
1. Position - 48° 33' N, 58° 55' w. 
2.· Population: About 35-40 families (348 people in 1951). 
3. Description: Piccadilly is a dispersed rural community ex-
tending along a road paralleling the west shore of Piccadilly 
Bay, from South Head to a point about one mile south of the 
bottom of the bay. The houses with their cleared hayfields 
are scattered along both sides of the road. The majority of 
the houses are located Qn marine terraces or raised deltas 
less than 50 feet above sea level. 
A store and scallop packing plant (Abbott and Haliburton 
Ltd.) is located about halfway between South Head and Picca-
dilly Bottom. The fish plant wharf is the only one in the West 
Bay (Port au Port Bay). The mouth of the small brook which 
flow-s into the bay between the fish plant and the bay bottcm 
is closed off by a logging boom. 
4. Governrrent and Services: (a) Local goverrunent - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (Lourdes d~ctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - 2-room Roman Catholic school, just south of 
the bay bottom, teaches up to Grade XI. 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Both wells and brooks are used. 
(i) Power and fuel - Fish plant, Abbott and Haliburton store 
and the manager's house all have diesel-produced electric-
ity. Firewood, cut locally, is the major fuel used. 
5. Religious Or&a_E-ization: Catholic community, part Ctf Lourdes 
parish. No church building. 
6. Recreation and Entertairunent: Church socials. Movies, etc., 
at Stephenville are attended by local residents. Local en-
trepreneur runs dances in his canteen store. 
7. Communications: Road north and west to Lourdes and south to-
wards Port au Port. Regular daily bus service from Lourdes to 
Steph~nville serves the community. Fish plant pick-up boats 
move frequently between Pictou, N.S., and Piccadilly. Post 
office - mail courier from Port au Port. Telephone connection 
with Port au Port exchange .. 
8. Industries: Scallop, smelt and lobster fishing. Abbott and 
Haliburton operate a lobster pool during the season, and 
frozen scallops are produced at the plant. Most of the men 
cut pulpwood for Bo-waters in "Winter. A number of men do con-
struction or maintenance work at the U.S. Air Force bases at 
Stephenville, West Bay and Ship Cove. 
9. Market and Service Area: Several small stores in addition 
..,_--,..~--~-~-..,....--------,~-
to the one at the fish plant cater to local groc ery needs. 
Mcst of the major purchases are made from mail order houses 
or in Stephenville. Lobster pool collects fr om the entire 
P0rt au Port Peninsula. Fishery products are marketed very 
largely on the mainland, through a P·ictou, l'J.S. firm. Post 
office, telephone service and some of the store supplies 
funnel through Port au Port. Stores supplied from Corner 
Brock and Port aux Basques. Religious and social services 
supplied by Lourdes. 
FISHERIES 
PICCADILLY 
Area: Port au Port Peninsula Date of Survey: August 5,1953 
1. Settlement 
(a) Population: 348 (1951 census). 
(b) No. of families engaged fishing: 4. 
(c) No. men engaged in v.oods work: A fair number cut pulp 
in the winter months on sub.contract for Bowaters (80 
men in all from points around the Bay). 
(d) No. men engaged in other occupations: A number of men 
work on the American base at Stephenville, and some at 
the West Bay American radar station, while 5 men (and 
6 women) are employed in the Abbott and Haliburton 
scallop packing plant and cold storage at Piccadilly. 
2. Fisr1e rmen 
(a) Total no: 40. No. shore, 11; stationers, 29 (crewmen 
on scallop draggers from Fortune Bay). 
(b) Average age, 30. 
3. Crew Organization 
(a) No. of crews, 7 (4 scallop, 2 lobster, l salmon). 
No. of skippers, 7; sons and partners, 2; sharemen, 5; 
-wage-earners, 26 (on scallop draggers). 
4. Method of Fishing 
(a) Lobster traps, 330; salmon traps, l; smelt seines, 2; 
salmon nets, 1. 
(b) Motorboats, 2; dories, 2; scallop draggers, 4 (2 from 
Pie tau, N.S., Mari time Pack~rs). 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
-
(a) Salmon: 800 lb. (est. for 1953). . 
(b) Lobster: 8,000-10, 000 lb. (est. for 1953) live ~i.ght. 
(c) Scallops: 140,000 lb. (1952) shucked weight. 
(d) Smelts: 2,000 lb. (winter 1952-1953) round weight. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
(a) Abbott and Haliburton (head office Port au Port) own 
and operate a scallop packing plant and a cold storage 
(freezing capa.ci ty 4.000 lb. per day)_. both of which 
are located on an 800-ft. wharf which is also owned by 
A. & H. The plant packs an average of 3,000 lb. per 
day with a total pack in 1952 of 140,000 lbs. Two of 
the draggers belong to Maritiroo Packerr home port, 
Pictou, N.S., and the other two are A. & H. draggers, 
but A. & H. pack the catch of all four in Maritime 
Packers' "Maripac" cartons of 5 lb. each of 1-lb.units. 
The frozen packaged product sells at the pier for 48.¢ 
per lb. and the whole pack is carried to Pictou by :r,( 
Maritime Packers chartered carriers (2) for distribution 
by that company. The scallop packing plant employs 6 
local women and 2 men and the freezing plant 2 men, at · 
an hourly rate of 85.¢, claimed to be the highest for 
that type of work on the island. 
There are no flakes or stages in Piccadilly but the 
fishermen's buildings for storing gear are in satisfactory 
condition. The A. & H. shed, used to store scallop gear and 
supplies, is not in good condition but the lobster tray 
floats are in good repair. 
7. Marketing 
The locally caught lobsters as well as those from 
settlements around the peninsula are sold to the A.& H. 
lobster pool. The pool handled 277 1 779 lb. in 1952 and 
282 1 066 lb. in 1953. Maritime Packers distributes all the 
scallops packed to the American and Canadian mainland mar-
kets. Salmon is sold to local buyers and smelts to Sydney 
buyers. Maritime Packers buy the lobsters from the pool. 
8. Financing 
Abbott & Haliburton exte:rrl. credit on a seasonal basis, 
in the form of gear and all supplies, including food, to 
the lobster fishermen, to the extent of $25 to $150 per crew 
(usually 2 men). The fisherroon nonnally clear up the credit 
at the season's end if any SUJI. remains. 
9. Co-operative Development 
There is no co-operative operating in the settlement at 
the present time and there apparently have l::een no attempts 
at one in the past. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Piccadilly exerts an influence particularly in West Bay 
but in varying degrees over many settlements on the peninsula 
since the A. & H. lobster pool buys a large part of the lob-
sters caught and the company also buys some shore fish and a 
little halibut from other settlements. The settlement has a 
seasonal tie with Corner Brook through the employment provided 
by Bowaters, and a tie with Stephenville through employment 
there. 
11. Historical Notes 
There has been settlement in the area for many years but 
the major develcpment has been relatively ree&r»t, that is 1 with-
-within the past 40 - 50 years, with the building of the pier, 
etc. In the early 1930 1 s, Mr. Howse, Manager of Dosco's 
subsidiary Aguathuna Limestone Plant, erected a herring meal 
plant on the pier, but after a year or two production ceased, 
when a monopoly was granted to B.C. interests. Subsequently 
a small volume of fertilizer incorporating herring meal, was 
produced, but this also soon ceased. Development of the 
scallop fishery under Goodyear's direction has taken place 
during the past few years, -with the meal plant buildings 
being converted to the packing of scallops. (Goodyear is 
manager of the Abbott & Haliburton establishment). 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) Two men fished salmon in the May to July 1953 season, one 
operating a trap and the other a net, each having a 
partner. The catch was below normal. The trap operator 
also fished two smelt seines in the winter of 1952-53 
with 5 sharemen who took a ~-share for their labour. 
The smelt catch was also very poor. Many seines WBre 
fished in the past, the smelt fishery having deteriorat-
ed because of the depredations of youngsters and adults 
alike at spawning season. The above mentioned fishermen, 
and one other man operating with a partner, fished lob-
sters in the April to aarly July, 1953 season. 
The four scallop draggers fish principally in East Bay, 
from mid·May and July to the end of October. Crewmen are 
paid by the month and all but one come from other points, 
principally Fortune. This scallop fishery is almost 
unique in Newfoundland (successful experimental scalloping 
was carried on in 1953 on the south coast). The draggers 
are 55 to 70 feet in length and with gear aboard are 
valued at roughly $10 1 000 per dragger. The catch is 
shucked afloat and the four draggers together average 
3,000 lb. daily. Clams conceivably could be dug commer-
cially in the area and there are supplies of cod. 
(b) There is some spruce forest cover in the area but its 
merchantable portion has been pretty well logged out. 
Some 2,800 cords of pulp had been purchased by Abbott and 
Haliburton in the first seven months of 1953 for sale to 
Br:iwa ters. 
(c) The attitude of the individual fisherman is generally 
favourable although the smelt fishery has almost disappear-
ed and the 1953 salmon season V\8.S a poor one. The lobster 
fishery is consistent. The scallop fishery is flourishing 
and the product has a good market. 
(d) The economy of Piccadilly appears fairly stable. The 
processing phase of the scallop fishery provides some 
local employment and while the number of individual en-
trepreneurs in the fishery is small at present, a greater 
effort presumably could be exerted in the lobster fishery. 
Employment on the American military projects is terminable, 
where it is construction labor. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
· NAl\1E OF PLACE: 
EXIST ING 11vHAhVES: 
Piccadilly 
Lat. 48°J5'N Long. 5B0 53'W 
Chart No. 2876 
Abbot and Haliburton privately-
owned wharf; cribwork block and 
span structure, about 600' long 
by 20' wide except at outer 130' 
which is 48' wide. At the head 
there is an old cannery building 
100' x 22', in poor condition. 
1\bout halfway along the wharf is 
located a small packing plant, 
while on the shore, at the inner 
end of the wharf, is a freezing 
plant. 
EXISTING BHE.11.h.vvAT.t!::RS: None 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: Good, for moderate sized vessels 
FOG CONDITIONS: Fair 
STORlvI CONDITIONS: Northerly and southwesterly 
winds cause a little surging at 
the wharf. In southeasterly 
gales, vessels have to leave the 
wharf and anchor on southeasterly 
side of the bay. 
ICE CONDITIONS: Occasionally sea ice enters the 
harbour and damages the wharf 
TIDJ\L PECULIARITIES: None 
NATURE OF BOTTO~!~ : Iv~uddy to gravelly 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
11\THARFAGE AI~D SHELTER: Quite good 
DREDGING REQUIRED: Along the sides of the existing 
wharf to enable vessels to take 
better advantage of ·the wharf. 
AVAILABILITY OF Rock Locally. bawn and round 
CONSTRUCTION f.IA TERI/.LS: timber from nearby points on Port 
au Port peninsula and from Bay 
of Islands. 
EVG:August 5, 1953· 
LOCATION:· 
J.GlU CULTO'.RE t 
SOILS: 
0'.R)PS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENT I.AL: 
AGRIOUILroml 
1IQ'U.P?JiJal - Po rt au Port Peninsula DATE : 8-8-53. 
· Small subsistence type gardens not producing 
adequate amounts of vegetables for home use. 
Principally ruq and pasture area. 
Soils derived from outwash sands and gravels, 
·uplifted marine deposits and weathoring soft 
shales and slat~s, with limestone talus detri-
tus mixed in a.long the base of the limestone 
escarpment. 
Principally potatoes and cabbage, with minor 
amounts of turnip and other roots. Moderate 
amount of hay harvested. 
Approximately tW£Jnty-fi VE:l head o.f cattle, seventy-
fi ve sheep and ten horses in the area. 
Large section of potentially arable land can be 
cleared in the area. if due attention paid to 
depth of soil and drainage conditions. Present 
hay and vegetable production could be increased 
considerably by improved cultural practices a.nd 
adequate fertilization. 
' 
Ir.EST BA.Y 
Shore view 
East side of settlement on 
road to Piccadilly 
Log boom on Harry Brook in west side of settlement 
• 
WEST BAY 
1. Position: 48° 37'N, 58° W to 48° 34' N, 58° 56' W. 
2. Populatio!::._ Estimated at EO families (277 people). 
3. Descrip~!on_~ W3st Bay is a rural settlement strung along 
about 5 miles of the road 'Which parallels the east side of 
1'3st Bay, Port au Port Bay, from South Head to Wl.ere it meets 
the east-west road from Lourdes to the West Bay lobster pool. 
The housesJ of fran1e construction and in generally good repair, 
are widely scattered along both sides of the road, being sep-
arated by hayfields, pastures and scrubby forest. The area of 
cleared land is not great. A U.S. Air Force radar station is 
being built just to the west of the community. 
4. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Local Government - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (Lourdes doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - Two-room Roman Catholic school (Grade XI). 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Wells are used. These rarely run 
dry in summer. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity. Firewood obtained 
locally is the chief fuel. 
5. Religious Organization: Roman Catholic community, part of 
the Lourdes parish. No church building. 
6. Recreation and Entertainment: Lourdes church socials, etc. 
Facilities at Stephenville used • 
7. Communications: The road leads south to Piccadilly and west 
to Lourdes. A poorer road leads north from the forks to Tea 
Cove. The Lourdes-Stephenville buses ser~ the community. 
In addition to many private cars and trucks owned in the 
community, West Bay has two taxis. Fishing boats. Horses 
used in winter. Post office. Telephone line to Port au Port. 
8. Industries: Fishing. Lumbering - only about 4 men are en-
gaged the year round. Construction and maintenance - most of 
the men in the community are V\Orking on the American bases. 
9. Market and Service Area: A restaurant (near the site of the 
U.S. •ir 1orce station) and 3 stores serve the local needs of 
the community. Clothing and large purchases are bought fran 
mainland mail order houses or in Stephenvillea The Lourdes 
Co-op lobster pool is located here. 
FISHERIES 
WEST BAY 
----
Area: Port au Port Peninsula Date of Survezi August 6,1953 
1. Settlement 
(a) Population: 277 (1951 census). 
(b) No. families engaged fishing: 20. 
(c) No. men engaged in woods workz Most of the fishermen 
in the winter months cut pulp for Bowaters, or their 
own firewood. 
(d) No. men engaged in other occupations: Four men work 
at Stephenville the year round. However, most of the 
men were working at construction on the new radar 
station in Augµst, 1953. 
2. Fishermen 
(a) Total number: 28 (shore). 
(b) Average age: 45. 
3. Crew Organization 
(a) No. of crews: 20. No. of skippers, 20, sharemen, 8. 
4. Method of Fishing 
(a) Lobster traps, 2, 400; herring nets, 26. 
(b) Motorboats, 12; motor dories, 8. 
5. (a) Lobster: 85,000 lb. (est. for 1953) live weight. 
(b) Herring: For bait only. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
There are no plants in We st Bay. Since the re is no cod 
fishery there are no flakes. The fishermen have some sheds 
for storage of traps and materials and these are in satis-
factory condition. The co-op has two sheds on the beach for 
storage of salt, oil, gas, etc., credited to the fishermen • 
7. Marketing • 
Lobsters are sold to Lourdes (United Maritime Fishermen) 
co-operative society. The co-operative lobster pool is at 
West Bay, the lobsters being anchored offshore in crates. 
Business is transacted directly from Lourdes as there is no 
branch store in West Bay. 
Two men are hired to tend the 1 obster pool. The wages 
of these men as well as the cost of chartering a boat to pack 
the lobsters to Halifax are deducted from the price paid to 
the fishermen using the pool (43 in 1953). An initial payment 
is made to the fishermen on shipment of the lobsters and the 
remainder of the final price is paid in the form of a re9ate. 
8. Financing 
The West Bay lobster fishermen receive credit in the form 
of materials required in the building of traps, gasoline, salt, 
etc., averaging $150 to $200 per boat. This credit is settled 
up at the end of the season. 
9. Co-operative Development 
Though the Lourdes co-op does not have a branch store 
in West Bay, the fact that the pool is here and is only a 
short distance from Lourdes has tied the local fishery 
closely to the co-op. ].[r. J. White has operated a small 
co-op store in West Bay for the past two years. This has 
25 shareholders and has prospered. It has no direct connect-
ion with the fisheries. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
W3st Bay has no aconomic influence outside its immediate 
area although construction of the new radar base provides 
some employment from else-where. The settlement's fishery 
has a close tie with Lourdes and there are lesser ties with 
Stephenville and Bowaters at Corner Brook through alternative 
forms of employment. 
11. Historical Notes 
There has been settlement at West Bay for approximately 
85 years. It has been from the beginning primarily a fish-
ing settlement. 
12. Additional Notes 
(a) Twenty crews engaged in the lobster fishery from West 
Bay in the 1953 season, 8 of them carrying a shareman 
(whose share is one-1uarter to one-third of the catch 
where the skipper finds everything), and the remainder 
being one-man boats. One hundred traps per one-man boat 
and 150-170 traps per two-man crew is an average com-
plement. Losses in the 1953 season were relatively i~ght. 
Each boat fishes one or two herring nets in the spring for 
bait. No salmon or cod fishing is carried on out of West 
Bay though there are adequate supplies of the latter. 
(b) Marketing through the Lourdes co-op does not giva com-
plete satisfaction to all fishermen. Opinion favours 
additional buyers who would create competitive prices. 
Generally speaking, however, the attitude of the fisher-
men is good since they have a stable market for their 
product plus a somewhat lower trap loss potential than 
rnore exposed settlements. &st Bay fishermen appear 
more satisfied with the co-op than do those of Lourdes. 
(c) west Bay has some coniferous forest cover which produces 
firewood for local use as well as merchantable pulpwood. 
(d) The fishing economy of West Bay will be satisfactory as 
long as the American market for lobsters lasts. Employ-
ment on the American military projects is terminable; 
however, the v.oods industry will supply alternative em-
ployment as long as the pulp supply is available. The 
inhabitants of West Bay appear industrious. 
WEST BAY 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES • 
NJu-VIE OF PLACE: w·est Ba6 
Lat. 48 39'N Long. 58°5$'W 
Chart No. 2876 
EXISTING WHAhVES: N·one 
EXISTlNG BREJ~KVJATERS: None 
APPROACHES FROI': THE SEA: Fair 
FOG CONDITIONS: Fair 
STORM CONDITIONS: Open from northeast around 
through east to south 
ICE CONDITIONS: Usually frozen December to May, 
sea ice often enters this part 
of Port au Port Bay 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: None 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: Gravelly 
POSSIBILITIES OF PrtOVIDING 
WHltRFAGE J~ND SHELTER: Practically nil 
DR EDGING REQUIRED: Not practical 
AV !tILABILITY O.F' 
CONSTRUCTION r:IJi TERI1~1s: Rock within a mile. Round 
EVG:August 6, 1953· 
and sawn timber from various 
noints in Port au Port peninsula 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
. ' 
SOILS: 
CBOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTU:HE 
WEST BAY - Port au Port Peninsula~ DA.TE : 6-8-53. 
Predominantly hay and pasture agriculture, with 
small gardens producing moderate quantities of 
vegetables. Large area of hay and pasture land • 
Soils derived from non-calcareous laeustrine and/or 
marine laid sands and gravels producing a sandy 
loam type of soil. Profile comparatively stone 
free and often poorly developed due to impeded 
drainage. 
Potatoes, cabbage and turnips comprise the main 
crop types, with minor production of other roots. 
Moderate amounts of hay harvested. 
' 
Approximately one hundred and fifty sheep, fifty 
head of cattle and fifteen horses in the area. 
Minor numbers of hens maintained. 
A considerable area of potentially -arable land 
could be cleared for agricultural purposes along 
the main highroad through the village area. 
Present h~ and vegetable production could be in-
creased greatly by the use of more intensive farm-
ing practiGes and adequate fertilization. 
AGO'ATHUNA 
DOSCO subsidiary's limestone quarry 
Sea Caves in the limestone cliffs 
Loading wharf at quarry 
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FISHERIES 
AGUATHUNA 
Area: Port au Port Feninsula Date of Survey: August 7 1 1953 
---
1 • Settlenant 
(a) 
(b) 
(o) 
Popula tiont 130 (1951 census). 
It was estimated that only 40 people -were resident at 
date of visit, with perhaps 120 of 130 men employed in 
the plant belonging to other settlements on the Port au 
Port peninsula. . 
No. families engaged fishing; None. 
No. men engaged in other occupations: 8 to 10 men of the 
resident families are employed in the limestone quarry and 
plant as machine operators, truck drivers and office work-
ers. None are engaged in 'V\OOds work. 
2. Fishermen 
None. 
3. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Aguathuna has an extensive influence over the Port au 
Port Bay area since it prevides employment for more than 100 
men from other settlements1 in the limestone plant. Since the 
establishment is a subsidiary of the Dominion Steel Co. of 
Sydney1 N.S .• , Aguathuna•s chief tie is with that city. 
4. Historical Notes 
Aguathuna's development has taken place chiefly through-
out tre past 42 years, the lirrestone plant's period of oper-
ation. Throughout that period Mr. Howse has been manager and 
the dominant figure in the settlement. He has taken an active 
interest in exploration for and development of mineral re-
sources in the Port au Port peninsula. Deposits of asbestos 
and some oil resources have been discovered but not developed. 
Howse has maintained an interest in the fishery as well# 
having directed the construction of the pier and buildings 
at Piccadilly which he utilized in his short lived herring 
meal and fertilizer operations in the early 1930 1s. He also 
instigated the development of the scallop fishery now operated 
by Abbott and Haliburton1 and Maritime Packers, from Piccadilly. 
5. Additional Notes 
(a) No fishing is carried on out of Aguathuna itself. Some 
lobster fishing is done in the southern portion of East 
Bay but the fishermen are from other points. The scallop 
draggers opernbing out of Piccadilly do most of their 
dragging in East Bay although inclement weather sometimes 
restricts their operations to West Bay. 
(b) The Aguathuna limestone quarry and plant is efficiently 
operated and the site is orderly. The average annual 
production is 400,000 tons of crushed limestone. The 
plant operates from April till the end of October. Six 
diesel trucks are operated and the company owns a good 
pier. Aguathuna lacks a rail link with Stephenville 
Crossing on the C.N.R. line. The location has all 
resources required in the manufacture of cement. 
Valdmanis, provincial economist for sane years, origin-
ally selected the Aguathuna site for the cement and 
gypsum plants later established at Corner Brook. 
(c) Houses in Aguathuna are well constructed and are in 
good condition. Those occupied by company officials 
are in most cases freshly painted. Electricity is used, 
derived from the plant's po1M3r source. 
The settlement's water supply is good, being running 
brook water piped from the local damsite. 
Aguathuna has the essential services, including a 
company doctor. It is readily accessible to Stephenville, 
etc., being located on the road 'Which connects the peninsula 
with the mainland. 
Aguathuna has stores which service most of the current 
needs of the local population while Stephenville, Corner 
Brook, etc. and the mail order facilities provide for the 
others. The settlement has a club (for men), the second 
oldest chartered club in Newfoundland. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAfvIE OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
• 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STOfil.'l CONDITIONS: 
Aguathuna 
Lat. 48°34'N Long. 58°45'W 
Chart No. 2876 
Tee-shaped private wharf of 
Aguathuna Company for shipping 
limestone. It extends about 
320' from the shore, is about 
lBO' across the head, and has 
30' of water at the head at 
low tide. Close inshore and 
adjoining the main wharf is a 
small breakwater wharf in a 
small cove. This shelters the 
Company's floating piledriver 
and launch. 
None: open to winds from north-
west through north to northeast 
Fair 
Fairly good but strong northerly 
winds cause heavy swell in this 
place. 
ICE CONDITIONS: Generally freezes December· to 
April 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: Strong tidal streams felt 
near mouth of the east Bay 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: Sand, gravel and rock 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: Additional wharves could be 
built if other conditions 
warranted the construction which 
would have to be substantial 
DREDGING REQUIRED: None at present 
AVAILABILITY OF 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: 
EVG:August 7, 1953· 
Rock locally. Piling from 
Canadia11 mainland. Sa~ timber, 
up to 4'' x 61v, St. George; 
larger sizes, Corner Brook and 
mainland. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESIDCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTURI 
AGUATHUNA - Port au Port Peninsula. DATE: 7-8-53. 
Small home typo gardens producing a variety of 
vegetables. 
Essentially an industrial area co .... cxistont with 
the limestone quarries. 
Minor area of pasture and hay land. 
Soils dorivod from weathering limestone bedrock, 
shallow in depth and generally covered with a 
peaty 'muck' organic mat. 
Potatoes, cabbage and a variety of small roots 
and legumes. 
Sr.iall amount of hay harvested. 
Minor number of cattle, horses and sheep. 
No agricultural potential due to shallow soils 
over bedrock, rough hilly topography and rock 
outcrop. 


